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One Church - One Congregation – One Chronicle
Una iglesia - Una Congregación – Una Crónica 5,12.19,26
01/01/2023- The Holy Name
Number 6:22-27                 Ps. 8                                    Galatians 4:4-7                           Luke 2:15-21
01/06/2023- The Epiphany
Isaiah 60:1-6                    Ps. 72:1-7,10-14                  Ephesians 3:1-12                         Matthew 2:1-12
01/08/2023-First Sunday after the Epiphany
Isaiah 42:1-9                    Ps.29                                   Acts 10:34-43                               Matthew 3:13-17
01/15/2023- Second Sunday after the Epiphany
Isaiah 49:1-7                   Ps.40:1-11                             1 Corinthians 1:1-9                   John 1:29-42
01/22/2023-Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Isaiah 9:1-4	             Ps. 27:1,4-9	                 1 Corinthians 1:10-18              Matthew 4:12-23
01/29/2023-Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
Micah 6:1-8	             Ps. 15			  1 Corinthians 1:18-31              Matthew 5:1-12         
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From the Pastor’s Desk- January 2023
“The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, ‘This month is to be for you the first month, the first month of your year. …This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD.’ .” (Exodus 12:1-2, 14, NIV)
I admit that I have borrowed the above verses of Scripture out of context.  Originally, they do not refer to the month of January, nor the celebration of the Name of Jesus (January 1 in the ELCA calendar) or New Year’s Day (in the secular world).  Rather, they are God’s instructions to Israel for celebrating the Passover, the most significant of Jewish festivals, the liberation of Israel from slavery in Egypt and the beginning of their journey to the Promised Land.
Nevertheless, I think that God’s instructions about Passover which I cited above are quite relevant for Calvary Lutheran Church as we begin the secular year 2023.  God told the people of Israel to celebrate annually the great event through which God would bring them to a spiritual and geographic home, free to worship the Lord and to be a community of faith.  The people were to literally build their calendar around God’s mighty act.  Celebrating such an event is Biblically justified.
This year, Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church will celebrate its centennial—its 100th anniversary.  It is appropriate that we celebrate the beginning of Calvary’s journey as a community of faith, the establishment of this spiritual and geographic home, and all the deeds that God has done in its history in the past century.
More news about Calvary’s centennial celebration will be found in this and subsequent issues of the Chronicle.  The Centennial Task Force needs additional volunteers to work out the details for this historic celebration—please offer your assistance, whether as a one-time or regular basis.  Also, I propose that each month of this year we share a glimpse of Calvary’s history through the Chronicle, and perhaps also through our website or other means.  Please feel free to share your suggestions!
We have our own challenges in 2023 as we continue to emerge from the pandemic, deal with an older and smaller membership than in some decades past, and try to understand what it means to be a Christian community in a digital, changing, postmodern age.  But the God who liberated Israel from Egypt and established Calvary Lutheran Church in 1923 continues to guide Christians to share the Gospel, prepare disciples of Christ, and be agents of liberation and God’s love now and into the future, until Christ returns.  Let us celebrate and also seek to be more faithful to God’s calling in 2023.
In Christ our Savior and Lord,
Pastor Cox
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CHRIST IN OUR HOME
Christ in Our Home is a quarterly (January, April, July and October) devotional resource that encourages readers to live out their faith daily. Each reflective reading is accompanied by a daily scripture reference and prayer for the day that follows the Revised Common Lectionary. It is available to members of the congregation at no cost upon their request. If you are currently receiving copies and no longer want them, please let Cheryl Schwartz know to have your name removed from the list. If you are not currently receiving a copy and would like one on a regular basis, please let Cheryl know and she will add you.
BIBLE STUDY/ ADULT FORUM ADVENT SESSIONS
Following our Advent series, we resume our study of the book of Acts of the Apostles.  We plan to meet for Bible study on Tuesdays, January 10 and 24.  On those dates, we plan to cover chapters 6 and 7 in the Acts study book of the Genesis to Revelation series. We have an extra study book for loan or purchase, and it isn’t necessary to have been in all of the previous sessions to join at any time.  Please talk to Pastor Cox or John Whennen with any questions. 
PRAYER LIST REMINDER
Since June 2022, the prayer list published in the Chronicle retains the names of those for whom we pray for one month, except those with cancer or a chronic condition are retained for six months.  If you know that someone is still in need of prayer after those times, please re-submit his or her name to Morgan Cortes or Pastor Cox before the next Chronicle deadline. If someone’s name was in the prayer list in December 2022 and is not in the prayer list in January 2023, it is because no one resubmitted the name after six months or more had passed.  
Everyone is encouraged to pray for all those who are on the prayer list and to send a card, note, or email, or call, depending on the person’s condition.  If anyone has a more serious or longer-term illness or might like a pastoral visit, please contact Pastor Cox
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ANNUAL MEETING 2023
The annual congregational meeting is planned for Sunday, January 29, 2023, at 10:00 a.m., following the 9:00 a.m. worship service. Please note that this is the fifth, not fourth, Sunday in January.  We tentatively plan to meet in the sanctuary in order to have the meeting begin and end more efficiently, with Coffee And or lunch following the meeting in Luther Hall. If you are a committee chair or lead an activity or ministry that would normally provide a report for the annual meeting, please plan to submit it to the church office or Morgan Cortes by January 15.  Please at least type or print the report so it can be copied, printed, or transcribed easily, or if possible, email it to Morgan so it can be easily inserted into the reports booklet. If you do not currently serve on Council, please consider if you might feel called to serve in this role.  Under our current structure and bylaws, we will need at least one new council member to complete one year of an unexpired term and two new council members for a two-year term, not including council members whose first term is expiring and can be reelected.
CHRONICLE SUBMISSION DEADLINE
The Calvary Chronicle is usually distributed in person on the last Sunday of the month, so that parishioners have it when the new month begins. It is usually mailed to those on the mailing list who do not regularly attend worship a few days before the end of the month so that they receive it close to the beginning of the month. The deadline to submit articles, prayer list updates, or memorials is the Sunday before the Chronicle is distributed—which usually is two Sundays before the month ends. An exception is if a month begins on a Sunday, the Chronicle is distributed on the first day of the month and the deadline is the last Sunday of the preceding month. Therefore, the deadline for submissions for the next issue is Sunday, January 22; the February 2023 Chronicle will be distributed on Sunday, January 29, the date of the annual meeting.
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SHARING OUR FAITH STORIES
Thanks to John Ma for sharing his inspirational story of coming to faith in Christ in the December 2022 Chronicle and for Cheryl for submitting a posthumous contribution from Ed! What about you? Can you share a faith story from your life? It might be a powerful experience of God in our lives, how you first came to faith in Christ or renewed your faith, a challenging time after which you realized that others’ prayers and God’s mercy helped you through it, why you feel uplifted at worship, how you feel strengthened or calmed through prayer or a hymn or a Bible verse, or other ways in which your faith in Christ or participation in a Christian congregation has been significant in your life. Please either write, type, or email a submission to Pastor Cox or to the church office, or feel free to discuss a possible story with him beforehand. We’ve been through a challenging couple of years. Let’s now share some good
news.
Calvary Centennial – History Corner
(reprinted from “Calvary through the Years”, approximately 1968)
Let us go back approximately nine years before the origins of Calvary Ev. Lutheran Church, and recall the pioneer days of our church.  On September 27, 1914, Sunday School was started in the home of Gust Berg, who now resides at the Augustana Home.  Mr. Berg served as Superintendent and was assisted by Pastor A. P. Fors and Sunday School teachers from Bethel Lutheran Church.  Later, as the Sunday School grew, it was moved to a portable school house, located at 62nd and Kostner Ave., where we struggled for many years as a Mission Sunday School., until we could no longer afford to pay the rent.
	In 1922, some pioneers of Calvary gathered money and also secured a loan to purchase a lot at 6118 So. Kenneth Ave., where a chapel was built with volunteer labor.  At that time the church was known as the West Lawn Community Mission.  Several students from Moody Bible Institute assisted with the Sunday School during those early years.
(to be continued…
Congratulations to Katherine Zeleny who celebrated her 102nd birthday on Sunday, December 11! God bless you!
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Happy Birthday!
¡Feliz Cumpleaños! 
 Rachel Becker 	January 4th 
 Dylan Scott		January 5th 

	                
     
     


Happy Anniversary!
¡feliz aniversario
 
Memorials –January 
In memory of Betty Larkner (from her children and estate)
Flowers are in Memory of Sharene Pagois (Morgan and Joselyn Cortes) 








Verses for our Times:

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only,
who came from the Father,
full of grace and truth.
(John 1:14, NIV)
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January 2023   -   Remembered in Prayer   (updated   12 - 25 - 2022 )     Let us keep the following people in prayer.       Fighting cancer / Luchando con cáncer   Joan   Kincade         Living with chronic condition / Viviendo con condición crónica   In  rehabilitation / en rehabilitación   Healing at home / recuperándose en casa   Martha Campos   Steve  Lynch       Generally needing prayer   /  en necesidad de oración en general   Katherine Zeleny    Grieving the death and celebrating the life of /    En duelo por el fallecimiento y celebrando la vida de   Sharene   Pagois     


