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One Church - One Congregation – One Chronicle
Una iglesia - Una Congregación – Una Crónica 
02/05/2023- Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
Isaiah 58:1-9,9-12              Ps. 112:1-10                       1 Corinthians 2:1-16                 Matthew 5:13-20
02/12/2023- Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
Deuteronomy 30:15-20     Ps.119:1-8                           1 Corinthians 3:1-9                   Matthew 5:21-37
02/19/2023- Last Sunday after the Epiphany
Exodus 24:12-18                Ps. 2 or 99                           2 Peter 1:16-21                           Matthew 17:1-9
02/22/2023- Ash Wednesday
Joel 2:1-2,12-17 or Isaiah 58:1-12      Ps. 51:1-17      2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10      Matthew 6:1-6,16-21
02/26/2023- First Sunday in Lent
Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7     Ps. 32                                      Romans 5:12-19                       Matthew 4:1-11

1


Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church
6149 S. Kenneth Ave. Chicago, IL 60629
(773) 767-7400
Email: calvaryluther@sbcglobal.net
URL: chicagolutheran.org
facebook.com/chicagolutheran.org

		











					




1




From the Pastor’s Desk - February 2023
	I write this month’s column just one day after a homeless man broke into Calvary’s narthex and sanctuary.  He was not a total stranger; he had slept outside Calvary’s doors many times, despite my efforts to guide him towards Southwest Chicago Homeless Services and a local shelter. We had given him food and clothing; I had counseled him briefly on two occasions; he was invited to and came to the worship service twice, though he didn’t participate.  
	Gina, our Vice President, professionally and appropriately contacted the police and other Calvary leaders, calmly but firmly questioned the intruder, filed a report, and cleaned up the damage.  Fortunately, no one was physically injured and we think no items were stolen. Nevertheless, shock, bewilderment, disappointment, disgust, anger, and a sense of betrayal are some of the feelings we may naturally have when someone we’ve helped or served later commits an act that violates our trust and damages our property.  The lack of respect for a church sanctuary, a place that represents God’s holiness, makes the crime more appalling. 
	Most parents can relate to similar emotions when a child for whom they’ve gone great lengths to support engages in rebellious, damaging words or actions against the very parents who raised him or her.  God understands such situations, too. God has done everything to help us and provide for our needs, but at times we have violated trust and acted to damage the relationships, people, or things that God has made.  
	On February 22 this year, we begin Lent on Ash Wednesday.  We confess our sins more intentionally or deeply than on a typical Sunday, recognizing our transgressions.  I certainly hope that none of us has broken into another’s property, especially a church; however, we all have sins of which to repent.  It’s rather uncomfortable to state it, but spiritually, sometimes we all are like the homeless person who broke into Calvary’s worship space on January 25. All of us at times have betrayed the One who has helped us and has tried to guide us to a better life, and sometimes our words, actions, and intentions are vulgar, selfish, or irrational, violating God’s holiness that we should always respect but often don’t. May this Lent allow us to confess our trespasses and experience God’s great mercy.
In our merciful Lord,
Pastor Cox					
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We are looking for volunteers to assist with a few tasks around the church.  If anyone watches the TV show New Amsterdam, the director of the hospital is always asking “How can I help?”  The specific items which are in need of help are as follows:

· Maintaining the cards for the Memorial Flower chart.  This would be to put up new index cards so if people want make a donation in honor or memory of someone on a specific date for flowers it can be written it on the card.
· Periodic changing the altar flowers.  Probably once every two months to coincide with the colors of the season or church year.  There is already a supply of flowers that can be used for this purpose.  It is just arranging them and putting them in the altar vases.
· Chronicle preparation and mailings.  Morgan has been preparing the chronicle each month.  However, she needs some help with putting labels on them for pick up and mailing.  A supply of the labels is already made.
· One of the people who helped to initiate calls when there was a death or when we need to notify the congregation of some information quickly has moved away.  We need someone to make calls to around 4 or 5 people.

If anyone would like to volunteer for any of these tasks or has questions regarding them, please contact Cheryl Schwartz.  Thank you in advance for considering how you can use your talents to help with the administration of our ministry here at Calvary.


CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
If you have not submitted names and address for individuals who might like to attend, there is still a short time available.  They can be submitted to Cheryl Schwartz, Morgan Cortes, Nancy Borsellino or Gina Misch.  If you would like to help out with the Task Force, we welcome you.  Our next meeting is February 8 at 10:00 a.m. on the second floor.
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MUSIC AND WORSHIP LENT AND HOLY WEEK
NEED YOUR INPUT

While Lent and Holy Week are still a few weeks away, we have started planning for those special services which will continue during that time.  This allows us to communicate the information in advance.  Brother Wheeler, Pastor and I met on Sunday, January 22 to discuss some of the planning.

Ash Wednesday Service will be held during the day as we have done in the past.  Mid-Week Lenten Services will follow Bible Study on Tuesday mornings.  Maundy Thursday will be held during the day as we did last year.  Good Friday last year was held in the evening at 7:30 pm.  Stations of the Cross were held at 6:45 pm.  

We would like your input on whether or not you are interested would be attending both the Stations of the Cross and the Good Friday Service.  We would also like your input on the timing of the services.  Would you like to see the time of the evening service changed to perhaps 6:30 pm and Stations of the Cross at 5:30 pm?  Please let Cheryl Schwartz know your preferences by Ash Wednesday, February 22, 2023 so we can plan accordingly.

Thank you for your input.

Cheryl Schwartz, Chair Music and Worship Committee

BIBLE STUDY/ ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
	We will meet at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, February 14 (Valentine’s Day) for another session of our study of the Book of Acts.  After our Ash Wednesday service at 10:00 a.m. on February 22, adult Christian education will meet weekly on Tuesdays during Lent, starting on Tuesday, February 28 at 10:00 a.m.  We will study other topics during Lent and resume and conclude Acts during the Easter season. 
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LIVING LUTHERAN MAGAZINE GROUP SUBSCRIPTION

Living Lutheran is a monthly magazine that signifies this church’s living, daring confidence in God’s grace. The magazine features:
· Stories and commentary from the 3.5 million members and 9,300 congregations.
· Resources to help you deepen your faith.
· Monthly reflections from Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton.
· Coverage of religious news, events and social issues.
As a partner in God's mission, Living Lutheran shares with the ELCA's diverse membership the stories of God's people living their faith.
Calvary for many years has maintained a group subscription for the magazine for its members who have wanted to receive the magazine.  Each recipient receives a discount on the subscription price ($8.95) and reimburses Calvary for the subscription price.  Over the past few years, the number of individuals receiving this magazine has dwindled and we are evaluating if the group subscription should be maintained.
If you are receiving the magazine and would like to discontinue your subscription, please let Cheryl Schwartz know.  
Individual Subscriptions
You may order individual subscriptions to Living Lutheran magazine by calling 1517 Media (formerly Augsburg Fortress) at 800-328-4648.  The cost of the individual subscription is $19.95.
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Calvary Centennial - History Corner
(continued from January; reprinted from “Calvary through the Years”, approximately 1968)
On April 25, 1923, twenty-eight dedicated souls organized the Calvary Ev. Lutheran Church because they had the vision of planting a congregation in this community and the faith to go right ahead and do so.  Of the 28 charter members, five who are still with Calvary are: Gust Berg, Evar Nelson, Mrs. Myrtle Scholten, Mrs. Nettie Helenius and Mrs. Jennie Coleman.
	God continued to bless the ministry of this congregation as it served its Lord under the leadership of the following pastors:
Pastor J. H. Gregg		1924 to 1929
Pastor D. M. Olander		1929 to 1930
Pastor C. F. Wittenstrom	1930 to 1935
Pastor O. V. Anderson		1935 to 1939
Pastor H. C. Hoyer		1940 to 1943
Pastor John Melvin		1943 to 1957
Pastor J. W. Berry		1957 to 1965
Pastor W. E. Wittman		1965 – 
	We can look back at the various stages of Calvary’s growth and see a dominant theme in each decade.  In the twenties we experienced the youthful enthusiasm of getting organized, calling our first Pastor, and realizing the dream of building the first unit of a permanent church building.  This was done with some 80 members, and in 1928 the former Parish Hall was dedicated.
(to be continued)

6
[image: ]

7
1







1



1






Happy Birthday!
¡Feliz Cumpleaños! 
 Don Becker  		February 6th  
 Lois Flood		February 12th 	        

Happy Anniversary!
¡feliz aniversario
Nancy and Terry Borsellino February 1st 
Larry and Louise Breen      February 24th 

Memorials –February  
In Memory of Ed Schwartz (Nancy Hrebanek)
In Memory of Betty Larkner (Nancy Hrebanek)



Verses for our Times:
“What does the Lord require of you,
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?”
– Micah 6:8b (NRSV)


[image: ]
Ash Wednesday - Miércoles de Ceniza
10:00 a.m., February 22, 2023
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February 2023 - Remembered in Prayer (updated 01-27-2023) 
Let us keep the following people in prayer.  

Fighting cancer / Luchando con cáncer

Cynthia Mowry 
Paul Wheeler  
John Lynch 
Joan Kincade 


Living with chronic condition / Viviendo con condición crónica
Neil Cole Mowery

Healing at home / recuperándose en casa

Dan Misch 
Barb Siegel 
Lois Flood 
Steve Lynch 
John Ma
Martha Campos  


Generally needing prayer / en necesidad de oración en general
Katherine Zeleny 
For unity among Christians
[image: ]
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Sharing our Fa ith Stories     “What’s Important  – Life”   (reprinted from the volume 55, number 21 Calvary Chronicle, August 30, 1993)     This column was written as I was waiting for my mother to come out of surgery at South  Chicago Hospital (Intensive Care waiting room).  As  I sat there trying to think what’s important  in our church.     As I sat there thinking, yes we are in the process of looking for a pastor (but at this time  it is not important now) looking for a Sexton?  (It’s not important right now) coming to church  and wo rrying about cob webs or a spot that our sexton missed.  (It’s not important, right now).   A disagreement with a member of the congregation or a committee member (that’s not  important right now).     The Pastor came in from the hospital staff and my thoughts  stop for a while.  He is a  member of the ELCA Synod.  He is a sophomore in the seminary.  We talk about the church: the  call, committee, finance, stewardship, property committee. (But all this is not important now).     As I sat there thinking how many time d id I tell my Mom that I love her.  (Only a few  times).  This will change, if I only have another chance.  Time seems to stand still.  The doctor  came in and said she will be O.K.     What’s important is that God gave her a second chance at life.  The “Life” o f our  congregation does not depend on just a few people.  But “everyone of us in the congregation.”     Thanks   Ed Schwartz   Property Committee         Thanks to   Cheryl for submitting a posthumous contribution from Ed !     What about you?  Can you share a faith story from your life?  It might be a powerful  experience of God in our lives, how you first came to faith in Christ or renewed your faith, a  challengin g time after which you realized that others’ prayers and God’s mercy helped you  through it, why you feel uplifted at worship, how you feel strengthened or calmed through  prayer or a hymn or a Bible verse, or other ways in which your faith in Christ or part icipation in  a Christian congregation has been significant in your life.  Please either write, type, or email a  submission to Pastor Cox or to the church office, or feel free to discuss a possible story with him  beforehand.  We’ve been through a challengin g couple of years.  Let’s now share some good  news.    
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