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One Church - One Congregation – One Chronicle
Una iglesia - Una Congregación – Una Crónica 
03/05/2023- 2nd Sunday in Lent
Genesis 12:1-4             	  Ps. 121                    Romans 4:1-5,13-17                 		John 3:1-17
03/12/2023- 3rd Sunday in Lent
Exodus 17:1-7      	Ps. 95                       Romans 5:1-11                   		John 4:5-42
03/19/2023- 4th Sunday in Lent
1 Samuel 16:1-13             Ps. 23                       Ephesians 5:8-14                                      John 9:1-42
03/26/2023- 5th Sunday in Lent
Ezekiel 37:1-14               Ps. 130                     Romans 8:6-11                       	           John 11:1-45                  
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From the Pastor’s Desk- March 2023

Three years ago this month, in March 2020, Calvary and most other churches closed our public activities as the COVID-19 pandemic forced us into lockdown.  Now, three years later, with the pandemic mostly behind us, we can reflect on the spiritual and practical lessons that God has given us. 
	This year, March falls entirely in Lent in the church’s calendar. Lenten practices for Christians often include giving up something that ties us to our physical or material lives and distracts us from our spiritual lives, and taking on something that will strengthen our spiritual lives. Fasting or abstaining from certain foods or luxuries is an example of the former; adding time for prayer, Bible study, or meditation is an example of the latter. This year for Lent, perhaps we can ask ourselves questions related to this theme, such as: Which aspects of our physical and material lives did we take for granted until 2020, that we lost temporarily during the pandemic, and that we can now reevaluate as to the importance it should or shouldn’t have going forward?  Which things really are of lasting value and give ultimate meaning in life, that maybe we didn’t give their proper place in our time, finances, and priorities before a pandemic turned our world upside down in March 2020?  
	Having survived the past three years, may the Holy Spirit guide us this Lent to reflect, to put our priorities in the right place, and to live as more faithful followers of Jesus Christ in the years ahead.

In our merciful Lord,
Pastor Cox
2
Lenten Study and Service
We are taking a break from our study of the book of Acts for Lent.  During the Tuesdays of Lent (except Holy Week), we’ll meet at 10:00 a.m. for our Lenten study and have a simple service of the word (without communion) at 11:30 a.m., finishing by about noon.
	During Advent, we learned from the saints of Advent. For Lent this year, we’ll learn from some “saints of Lent”—those Christians of ages past recognized for their faithfulness to Christ who can inspire us now—and also study a little about different roles or ministries in the Church in history and now. Here is each week’s topic:
February 28 – Matthias; apostles
March 7 – Perpetua and her companions; martyrs
March 14 – Patrick; missionaries
March 21 – Joseph; workers and parents
March 28 – Annunciation (the Angel Gabriel and the Virgin Mary); angels and messengers
Calvary Seniors
The weather is warming up! Calvary Seniors will meet on the first full day of spring, Tuesday March 21, 2023 at 12:00 p.m.  Please join us! Please contact Elaine Lebron or JoAlice Revas with questions or to RSVP.

CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
If you have not submitted names and address for individuals who might like to attend, there is still a short time available.  They can be submitted to Cheryl Schwartz, Morgan Cortes, Nancy Borsellino or Gina Misch.  If you would like to help out with the Task Force, we welcome you.  Our next meeting is February 8 at 10:00 a.m. on the second floor.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are looking for volunteers to assist with a few tasks around the church.  If anyone watches the TV show New Amsterdam, the director of the hospital is always asking “How can I help?”  The specific items which are in need of help are as follows:

· Maintaining the cards for the Memorial Flower chart.  This would be to put up new index cards so if people want make a donation in honor or memory of someone on a specific date for flowers it can be written it on the card.
· church year.  There is already a supply of flowers that can be used for this Periodic changing the altar flowers.  Probably once every two months to coincide with the colors of the season or purpose.  It is just arranging them and putting them in the altar vases.
· Chronicle preparation and mailings.  Morgan has been preparing the chronicle each month.  However, she needs some help with putting labels on them for pick up and mailing.  A supply of the labels is already made.
· One of the people who helped to initiate calls when there was a death or when we need to notify the congregation of some information quickly has moved away.  We need someone to make calls to around 4 or 5 people.

If anyone would like to volunteer for any of these tasks or has questions regarding them, please contact Cheryl Schwartz.  Thank you in advance for considering how you can use your talents to help with the administration of our ministry here at Calvary.
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Calvary Centennial – History Corner

(continued from February; reprinted from “Calvary through the Years”, approximately 1968)

	The next stage in the history of Calvary was one of difficult struggle.  Members of the Church were seriously affected by the depression.  If the Lutheran Church had not helped us during those lean years, we might not be celebrating our 45th anniversary today.  But as time went by, the community began to grow, and so did Calvary.  By the end of 1939 the confirmed membership had grown to 238.  
	In the latter forties and fifties, a great building boom took place in West Lawn, and many thousands of people moved into the community.  Calvary eagerly opened its doors and hearts to these people, and it was not too long before more facilities were needed to minister to the growing congregations.  On December 5, 1954 the new church building was dedicated and two years later a separate parsonage was provided.  Calvary’s membership continued to increase, so that today we have a membership of 667 adults plus 234 children.  
	In January 1963 Calvary Church, through the merger of the Augustana Ev. Lutheran Church with the ULCA, the Suomi Synod and the AELC, became a part of the Lutheran Church in America.  This certainly was appropriate for Calvary, which is a congregation with no dominant nationalistic background, but rather an extremely cosmopolitan membership.

(to be continued next month)
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Happy Birthday!
¡Feliz Cumpleaños! 
 Rudy Cortes Sr.	         March 6th  
 Rev. Br. Jamison Wheeler   March 6th Kathy Becker 		          March 23rd Anna Rose Auersch 	          March 29th Bryanne Misch	          March 31st 	        						 

	                
     
     


Happy Anniversary!
¡feliz aniversario
 

Memorials -March
In Honor of Bryanne Misch 27th birthday
In Memory of Sharene Pagois (Barbra Siegel, John Ma, Nancy Borsellino, Anonymous)
In Memory of Sharene and Gene Pagois (Morgan and Joselyn Cortes, Lois Flood, Jenny Cole, Janice Holstein)
In Memory of Evelyn Ackerman (Nancy Hrebenak)
In Memory of Fred and Marlene Hrebenak (Nancy Hrebenak) 




Verses for our Times:
“Little children, 
let us love in deed and in truth, 
and not merely talk about it.” 
-1 John 3:18 (New American Bible)
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March   202 3   -   Remembered in Prayer   (updated   02 - 24 - 20 2 3 )     Let us keep the following people in prayer.       Fighting cancer / Luchando con cáncer   Richard Sivertsen    Karen Bellafiore    Bob Skinkis    Cynthia Mowry    Paul Wheeler      John Lynch    Joan   Kincade       Living with chronic condition / Viviendo con condición crónica   Kathy Becker    John Eichhorn    John Salomone    Neil Cole Mowery     Healing at home / recuperándose en casa   Steve Lynch          Generally needing prayer   /  en necesidad de oración en general   Katherine Zeleny    For all those injured, killed, or homeless after the earthquakes in Turkey and Syria     


