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One Church - One Congregation – One Chronicle
Una iglesia - Una Congregación – Una Crónica 
01/05/2025- Second Sunday after Christmas
Jeremiah 31:7-14                         Ps. 147:12-20	        Ephesians 1:3-14	              John 1:1-18
01/06/2025- The Epiphany
Isaiah 60:1-6	                        Ps. 72:1-7,10-14             Ephesians 3:1-12	             Matthrew 2:1-12
01/12/2025- First Sunday after the Epiphany
Isaiah 43:1-7                             Ps. 29	                   Acts 8:14-17		          Luke 3:15-17,21-22
01/19/2025- Second Sunday after the Epiphany
Isaiah 62:1-5	                     Ps. 36:5-10		   1st Corinthians 12:1-11	          John 2:1-11 
01/26/2025- Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Nehemiah 8:1-3,5-6, 8-10      Ps. 19		 1st Corinthians 12:12-31         Luke 4:14-21 
1

Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church
6149 S. Kenneth Ave. Chicago, IL 60629
(773) 767-7400
Email: calvaryluther@sbcglobal.net
URL: chicagolutheran.org
facebook.com/chicagolutheran.org

		








1
From the Pastor’s Desk-January 2025 [image: ]



2
Bible Study/Adult Forum
In fall and Advent 2024, we began studying the Gospel according to Matthew, and we hope to continue to study Matthew through the first half of 2025. We are considering spending ten to fifteen minutes in intercessory prayer at each session, in addition to the Bible study.
Our next Bible study/adult forum sessions are planned for Tuesday, January 14 and Tuesday, January 28, 2025 at 10:00 a.m.  Attendance has been sparse at recent sessions. Please RSVP to John Whennen or Pastor Cox if you plan to attend, or if you previously announced plans to attend but your plans change, to plan accordingly.
Souper Bowl of Caring
Calvary will again participate in the Souper Bowl of Caring on Super Bowl Sunday on February 9, 2025.  Everyone is invited to make a donation into the “soup bowl” our young adults will have that Sunday following the worship service. If unable to attend worship that Sunday, you may donate the preceding or the following Sunday in an envelope marked “Souper Bowl of Caring.”  Proceeds go to fight hunger; in recent years, they were distributed between the Greater Chicago Food Depository and ELCA World Hunger.
Calvary Seniors
There will not be a Calvary Seniors Meeting in January. Meetings are usually the third Tuesday of the month. Please contact Elaine Lebron or JoAlice Revas for more information.
Chronicle Deadline
The deadline for submissions to the Calvary Chronicle is normally two Sundays before the end of the month.  The deadline for the February 2025 issue will be Sunday, January 19, or speak to Morgan Cortes if you need an extra day or two.  The February issue will be distributed at the annual meeting on January 26 or sent via U.S. mail or email to those who receive it in those formats.
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Congregation Council Elections
	The current roster of voting members of Calvary’s congregation council are:
Member name:			term expires in January of:
Nancy Borsellino		2025 (prior to this term, completed 2nd year of another 
member’s term, so not eligible for immediate reelection)
Morgan Cortes		2026 (2nd, not eligible for reelection)
John Ma			2025 (2nd, not eligible for reelection)
Dan Misch			2025 (1st, eligible for reelection)
Gina Misch			2025 (2nd, not eligible for reelection)

	In addition, Pastor Cox and Cheryl Schwartz attend council meetings as non-voting members (president and treasurer, respectively).  As the above list indicates, Nancy Borsellino, John Ma, and Gina Misch will have their terms end next month and are not eligible for reelection. Dan Misch’s term also ends, but he is eligible for reelection. We encourage voting members to consider running for congregation council.  Calvary has fewer members and a smaller council; everyone’s input, collaboration, and ideas are important as we discuss and make important decisions about our life and ministry.
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Prayer List Reminder
In 2022, Calvary’s council voted to update our practices regarding the prayer list.  Since June 2022, the prayer list published in the Chronicle retains the names of those for whom we pray for one month, except those with cancer or another long-term condition are retained for six months.  If you know that someone is still in need of prayer after those times, please re-submit his or her name to Morgan Cortes or Pastor Cox before the next Chronicle deadline. This helps to keep our list and records current and to hear how people are doing on a periodic basis.
[image: ]Everyone is encouraged to pray for all those who are on the prayer list and to send a card, note, or email, or call, depending on the person’s condition.  If anyone has a more serious or longer-term illness or might like a pastoral visit, please contact Pastor Cox.
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Happy Birthday!						Happy Anniversary!
¡Feliz Cumpleaños!						¡feliz aniversario!
Rachel Becker     January 4th 
Dylan Scott         January 5th 
	

Memorials
In memory of Betty Larkner 100th Birthday (Patty Schab)
In memory of Keith Johnson (Joyce Johnson) 




Verses for our Times:
See, darkness covers the earth
    and thick darkness is over the peoples,
but the LORD rises upon you
    and his glory appears over you.
Isaiah 60:2
[New International Version]


7



[image: ]

8
1






image2.emf
Congregational Meeting     Calvary’s   regular, annual congregational meeting will be Sunday, January 2 6 , 202 5   at  approximately 10: 15   a.m., following the 9:00 a.m. worship service.  All ministry leaders and  committee chairs are asked to submit their reports to Morgan, congregational secretary,  preferably in electronic format, by January 1 2 , to allow time to compile the book of reports  before the annual meeting. This meeting will present some serious review of our budget,  membership, and ministries, and we urge everyone to attend .   We will have an  amplifi ed Coffee  And following the business of the annual meeting.      This meeting will include a few revisions to our Constitution and bylaws. All of the  revisions to the Constitution will only consist of changes required to conform to the Model  Constitution for Congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ;   therefore , they   do not require a second congregational meeting for approval. The only proposed change to our  bylaws involves raising the amount of money that our congregation council can authorize  without convening a congregational meeting.  This amount ha s been $5,000 for many years, but  costs have increased and Calvary’s deferred maintenance and building repair needs have  become more frequent. At the December 21 council meeting, it was suggested that this amount  be raised to $10,000.   The council would still have to approve any non - budgeted expenditures  over $500, while a committee chair can approve an expense for that committee’s area of  ministry for under $500.      As usual, we will also be voting for council members. See the separate article below  about this topic. Proposals for a cleaning service   and for   upgraded exit or emergency lighting   are already on the agenda, and other points will be added by the January council meeting.    Also,  at the congregational meeting, leaders   will share an introduction to Three  Pathways, a model of decision - making and options for congregations such as Calvary whose  membership, attendance, and finances indicate that their long - term sustainability is  questionable. Council has already attended tw o sessions by synod staff about this model and  options such as restarting, closing, or merging. It is important for members of Calvary who are  not on council to hear this information,  to be prepared for serious d iscussions that will continue  in 2025 and beyond.    This announcement in the Chronicle is considered to be the required advance notice of  the congregational meeting.  All voting members are strongly encouraged to atten d , in order to   ensure a quorum and to include everyone in sharing information and hearing all viewpoints.  
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January   202 5   -   Remembered in Prayer   (updated   12 - 2 5 - 2024 )     Let us keep the following people in prayer.       Fighting cancer / Luchando con cáncer   Major   & Joan   Kincade   Joyce Johnson    Richard Sivertsen    Karen Bellafiore    Paul Wheeler      John Lynch    Ron Feltz      Living with chronic condition / Viviendo con condición crónica   Terry Borsellino    Kathy Becker    John Eichhorn    John Salomone      Healing at home / recuperándose en casa   Nancy Wheeler    Katie Goberling    Martha Campos    Anne Auersch    Generally needing prayer   /  en necesidad de oración en general   John Whennen    Angela Murphy     Bob Pearson     Charlie Miller    Katherine Zeleny        
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After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of King Herod, wise men from the east arrived  unexpectedly in Jerusalem,   2   saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?   For we saw His  star in the  east [ a ]   and have come to worship Him.” [ b ] – Matthew 2:1 - 2 (Holman Christian Standard Bible)       Because 365 divides by seven with a remainder of one, in most years, a given date  will  be one day later than it was in the previous year. For example, January 1 (New Year’s Day in the  secular calendar or Name of Jesus in the ELCA church calendar) fell on a Sunday in 2023 and on  a Monday in 2024.  Since 2024 was a leap year,   however,   dates  after Leap Year Day (February  29), 2024 were   two days   later than the same date in 2023, rather than one day later. This is why  Christmas Day 2024 and January 1, 2025 fall  on Wednesday this season but fell on Monday one  year ago.       What does the above have to do with anything in the church? Well, it means that we  missed the chance for Epiphany to fall on a Sunday. Due to the leap year, January 6, 2024 fell on  Saturday, but January 6, 2025 falls on Monday, skipping Sunday.  Epiphany  won’t fall on a  Sunday until 2030!  Well, I think that’s far too long to wait for Melchior, Gaspar, and Balthazar  (the traditional names for the Magi or Wise Men) to go visit Jesus on a regular day of worship.  T he rubrics (instructions printed in red) of  E vangelical Lutheran Worship , page 21 , “Epiphany of  our Lord,” state, “If celebration of the Epiphany of our Lord is not possible on January 6, it may  be observed on the second Sunday of Christmas (January 2 or later).” So, since Sunday, January  5 is the twelfth day of Christmas and the eve o f Epiphany, we’ll be hearing, singing, and  reflecting on Epiphany themes, readings, and music that day. Perhaps a few of you may even  want to dress up as Magi (or kings, as they are often thought to be, though the original story in  Matthew chapter 2 doesn’ t say or imply they were kings — astrologers or wise men is a more  accurate translation).      In any case, since Easter is a bit late this year, Lent doesn’t start until Ash Wednesday,  March 5, 2025.  We have exactly two months to celebrate the season of or after Epiphany,  in  which   the Church celebrates Jesus’s being revealed to Gentiles, or non - Jews, foreshadowing the  Church’s mission to share the Good News of Jesus with people of every nation, people, and  language. Through the Magi following a star, Jesus’s baptism in the Jordan,  wedding guests  being given the miracle of water turned to wine, and   many other signs, let us also seek to  worship, believe, and follow the  One who was not only the baby born to Mary at Bethlehem but  also the hope of the world, Jesus Christ, Savior and Lord.       Grace and peace,   Pastor Cox    


