[bookmark: _Hlk54341775]
8
La Crónica del Calvario
¡Compartir la palabra – Preparar discípulos – Servir a todos en el amor de Cristo!
 febrero 2025
Volumen 89 – Número 02
The Calvary Chronicle
Share the Gospel – Prepare Disciples – 
Serve All in Christ’s Love!
February 2025
Volume 89– Number 02





One Church - One Congregation – One Chronicle
Una iglesia - Una Congregación – Una Crónica 
02/02/2025- Presentation of Our Lord
Malachi 3:1-4               Ps. 84			  Hebrews 2:14-18		Luke 2:22-40
02/09/2025- Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
Isaiah 6:1-13	          Ps. 138			 1st Corinthians 15:1-11		Luke 5:1-11
02/16/2025- Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
Jeremiah 17:5-10        Ps. 1			 1st Corinthians 15:12-20	Luke 6:17-26
02/23/2025- Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany
Genesis 45:3-11,15     Ps. 37:1-11, 39-40	              1st Corinthians15: 35-38,42-50	Luke 6:27-38
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From the Pastor’s Desk- February 2025 
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Congregational Meeting
This month’s Chronicle went to press before our annual congregational meeting on January 26, 2025, so the results of the meeting are not yet available. Results of the council member elections and other important news of the meeting will be shared in the March Chronicle issue.

Chicago CROP Hunger Walk Results
The final, year-end figures from the Chicago CROP Hunger Walk held on October 20, 2024 have come in. Calvary walkers, members, and donors raised $1,387, including online donations, cash, and checks. 25% of this amount goes to feeding programs in Chicago; 75% goes to Church World Service for disaster relief, development work, refugee support, and other hunger-related efforts to those in need. Thank you to everyone who walked or sponsored Calvary walkers or the Calvary team.
3
Eco-stewardship: Recycling Project
	In fall 2024, Yoan Viamonte proposed an Eco-Stewardship project to Calvary’s Evangelism Committee, which discussed and presented it to council. The policy was presented to council at the January meeting and is being revised following council’s discussion. The first aspect of the project, however, is already underway. Council already approved the placement of recycling containers in various areas of Calvary’s facilities. Plastic bottles or jars,, glass jars, aluminum or other metal cans, and clean paper or cardboard are accepted.  Please look for the bins and signs in the narthex, hall, kitchen, and other locations. Let’s be good stewards of God’s creation and reduce, reuse, and recycle to lessen the amount of waste and energy use.
Souper Bowl of Caring
Calvary will again participate in the Souper Bowl of Caring on Super Bowl Sunday on February 9, 2025.  Everyone is invited to leave a donation in the “soup bowl” our young adults will have that Sunday following the worship service. If unable to attend worship that Sunday, you may donate the preceding or the following Sunday in an envelope marked “Souper Bowl of Caring.”  In January, Calvary’s council voted to donate the proceeds to the Greater Chicago Food Depository.  Thank you for your donations to help fight hunger!
Bible Study
In fall and Advent 2025, we began studying the gospel according to Matthew, and we hope to continue to study Matthew through the first half of 2025. We are considering spending ten to fifteen minutes in intercessory prayer to each session, in addition to the Bible Study
	 Our next Bible study/adult forum sessions are planned for Tuesday, February 11th and Tuesday, February 25th at 10:00 AM. Attendance has been sparse at recent sessions. Please RSVP to John Whennen or Pastor Cox if you plan to attend, or if you previously announced plans to attend but your plans changed, to plan accordingly.
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Upcoming Events
Easter is later than average this year, so Ash Wednesday isn’t until March 5. We tentatively plan a service at 11:00 a.m. that day.
The Metro Chicago Synod’s Lay Leadership Day will be held Saturday, March 29, 2025 from 9:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Schaumburg. It includes worship, a guest speaker, and workshops. The cost is $10 to cover lunch.  If anyone is interested in attending or for more information, please see the synod’s website www.mcselca.org or ask Pastor Cox.
Saturday, May 30-31, 2025 will be our synod’s annual assembly. It will be held in St. Charles from morning through late afternoon.  Workshops on various topics, reports on the synod budget and governance, reports from our bishop and officers, mission moments, worship, and lunch are all included.  Calvary is allotted two delegates and pays the all-inclusive registration fees. Please inform Pastor Cox as soon as possible if you would consider attending as a delegate from Calvary this year.
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Happy Birthday!						Happy Anniversary!
¡Feliz Cumpleaños!						¡feliz aniversario!
Don Becker     	    February 6th 		     Nancy and Terry Borsellino  February 1st 
Lois Flood            February 12th 		     Larry and Louise Breen	 February 24th 				
	

Memorials
There are no Memorials for February 



Verses for our Times:
(Simeon said:)
“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,
    you may now dismiss[a] your servant in peace.
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation,
31 which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
    and the glory of your people Israel.”

(Luke 2:29-32, New International Version)
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YEAR TO DATE FINANCIAL SUMMARY 2024

JANUARY |FEBRUARY |MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY YTD
TOTAL RECEIPTS S 479244 |$ 725134 |$ 851027 |$ 7,120.94 |$ 523944 |S  6,820.34 |S 5,547.44 |S 4528221
TOTAL S

IDISBURSEMENTS $ (5.433.78)|$ (6.050.15) |$ (5.262.50) |$ (6,501.22) |$ (7.901.18) |$  (6.378.99) |$ (33,242.43) (70.770.25)
SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) |$ (641.34) |8 1,201.19 |$ 3,247.77 |$  619.72 |$ (2,661.74) |$ 441.35 | $(27,694.99) |8 (25,488.04)

AUGUST SEPTEMBER | OCTOBER |NOVEMBER |DECEMBER | YTD

TOTALRECEIPTS |S 5,877.44|S8 6,421.44 |$ 5489.44 |S 5,63544 |S 9,850.44 |S 78,556.41
TOTAL
DISBURSEMENTS |$ (6,917.48)|$ (6,520.61)|$ (5,018.95)| $ (8,686.73) |S$ (13,606.62)|$ (111,520.64)

SURPLUS/(DEFICIT)| $ (1,040.04)|$ (99.17)|$  470.49 |$ (3,051.29) |$ (3,756.18)|S (32,964.23),
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Febr uary   202 5   -   Remembered in Prayer   (updated   1 - 23 - 202 5 )     Let us keep the following people in prayer.       Fighting cancer / Luchando con cáncer   Major   & Joan   Kincade   Joyce Johnson    Richard Sivertsen    Karen Bellafiore    Paul Wheeler      John Lynch    Ron Feltz      Living with chronic condition / Viviendo con condición crónica   Terry Borsellino    Kathy Becker    John Eichhorn    John Salomone      In rehabilitation / en rehabilitación   Scott Sawallisch    Healing at home / recuperándose en casa   Nancy Wheeler    Katie Goberling    Martha Campos    Anne Auersch    Generally needing prayer   /  en necesidad de oración en general   John Whennen    Angela Murphy     Bob  Pearson     Charlie Miller    Katherine Zeleny         Grieving the death and celebrating the life of /    En duelo por el fallecimiento y celebrando la vida de   Alicia González Hernández     José Manuel    
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February 2 is a major annual feast in the Church calendar which we may easily miss in  most years. This year, however, it falls on a Sunday, so we will get to celebrate it during our  usual 9:00 a.m. worship service.    “The Presentation of our Lord” is the name given to this day in our current calendar, but  there are other names associated with this day.  Candlemas  is the older, traditional name in  English of the feast that the Church celebrates on February 2. It is a major feast of the Church,  not only among Lutherans ,   but also among other liturgical Christian denominations (e.g.  Roman Catholic, Episcopal, Eastern Orthodox) . The names vary; the Orthodox Church in  America calls it “The Meeting of our Lord in the Temple”; s ome denominations in earlier  generations called it “The Purification of the Virgin Mary”.   Our Lutheran calendars have  referred to the day as the Presentation of our Lord, since at least the 1958  Service Book and  Hymnal  (the older “red book”).   At one time, Candlemas was celebrated as much or more than  Christmas and Epiphany.    I   may share   more details during the sermon on Sunday, February 2, but basically,  February 2 is forty days after December 25, when we celebrated Jesus’s birth. The Mosaic Law  (see Leviticus 12:3)  stipulated that all male babies were to be circumcised on the eighth day after  birth . (This   is why January 1, New Year’s Day in our church is called “Name of Jesus,” when  Jesus was officially named as he was circumcised .) Mosaic Law also stipulated   that  the birth  mother’s time of  blood purification was to be 33 days after the circumcision, or 40 days after the  birth, for a male child. (Leviticus 12:4) Baby girls had double the time of purification compared  to baby boys. (Leviticus 12:5) In other words, the mother of a baby boy was  to go before the  Lord   with her baby thirty - three days after the circumcision, forty days   after birth. An offering  was to be gi ven — a lamb as a sin offering and a turtledove or pigeon as a purification offering. If  the family was poor, though, it could omit  the lamb and offer two birds instead.    Mary did these things , following the Jewish Law for herself and for her baby, Jesus .  In  the ancient world, the mother was considered to be impure after childbirth, and this ritual  symbolized her being restored to purity.  Now, obstetrics and gynecology have a more  scientifically informed understanding of how women recover from childbirth,  resume the  menstrual cycle, and sometimes experience post - partum depression, rather than seeing the  period after birth as a time of impurity.  So, on February 2, we approp riately focus on Jesus  being presented rather than on Mary’s status after giving birth.   Jesus was presented in the temple, Simeon and Anna recognized that Jesus would be the  light to the Gentiles, a sword to pierce Mary’s soul, and the redemption of Jerusalem (Luke 2:27 - 38) .   In other words, this time, the prescribed religious ritual was not just a tradition from the  past but also the sign of a new relationship between God and God’s people.  The past was the  foundation, but God was doing a new thing. God’s bigger plan was far g reater than what those  who only focused on the tradition could see a t the time; it was far beyond what they would  have been comfortable with.  Major changes were coming, and they would not be easy.  But  they would be necessary and important as God’s plan was about to break out of the limits that  others thought it had.    Which of the statements in the preceding paragraph apply to Calvary Lutheran Church  in Chicago?  Before the next Candlemas, I predict that we will know some of the answers.     In the service of the Light to the Nations,   Pastor Cox  


