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One Church - One Congregation – One Chronicle
Una iglesia - Una Congregación – Una Crónica 
03/02/2025- Last Sunday after the Epiphany
Exodus 34:29-35                  Ps. 99		      2nd Corinthians 3:12-4:2	      Luke 9:28-43
03/05/2025- Ash Wednesday 
Joel 2:1-2,12-17 or Isaiah 58:1-12  Ps. 51:1-17   2nd Corinthians 5:20-6:10         Matthew 6:1-6,16-21
03/09/2025- First Sunday in Lent
Deuteronomy 26:1-11	  Ps. 91:1-2,9-16	       Romans 10:8-13		      Luke 4:1-13
03/16/2025- Second Sunday in Lent
Genesis 15:1-12,17-18       Ps. 27		       Philippians 3:17-4:1	                     Luke 13:31-35
03/23/2025- Third Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 55:1-9                      Ps. 63:1-8	        1st Corinthians 10-1:13	       Luke 13:1-9
03/30/2025- Fourth Sunday in Lent
Joshua 5:9-12                     Ps. 32	                       2nd Corinthians 5:16-21	        Luke 15:1-3,11-32
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Congregational Meeting Summary
Our annual congregational meeting was held on January 26, 2025. 
Members reviewed reports from officers (Pastor, Vice President Gina Misch, Secretary Morgan Cortes, Treasurer Cheryl Schwartz) and committees (Audit, counters, Christian Education, Evangelism, Events, Property, Social Ministry, Mutual Ministry, Stewardship). They also reviewed and approved the budget for 2025. 
John Ma, Gina Misch, Dan Misch, and Nancy Borsellino completed their terms on council, and Morgan Cortes stepped down as council member and secretary. Nominations for council, including written nominations before the meeting and nominations from the floor, included Don Becker, Lois Flood, Janice Holstein, Steve Lynch, Dan Misch, Cheryl Schwartz, Cheryl Tumaitis, and John Whennen.  Lois Flood, Don Becker, Janice Holstein, and Cheryl Tumaitis declined their nominations. Dan Misch was reelected; Steve Lynch, Cheryl Schwartz, and John Whennen were elected to two-year terms. There is still a vacancy for the remaining year of Morgan’s term.  
The congregation voted to allocate $80,000 for possible asbestos removal and boiler replacement, following Property chair Gina Misch’s explanation of the need to replace three boilers. The congregation also voted to approve an increase in the limit that Council can approve without a congregational meeting from $5,000 to $10,000 and an increase from $500 to $1,000 the amount a committee chair can approve without Council approval (C12.05 in our constitution); however, this change requires a second vote at an annual congregational meeting to take effect.
Finally, Pastor Cox discussed the decline in membership, attendance, and giving over the past several years. He explained Three Pathways, a synod program for congregations in our situation.  Gina discussed the Three Pathways and how we could invite Pr. Kathy Nolte of the Metro Chicago Synod to present this to the congregation within the next few months.
If you are a member of Calvary and did not attend the congregational meeting and would like the reports, please ask Morgan or Pastor. 

Per Calvary’s Constitution and bylaws, the Congregation Council elects officers for the council and congregation at its February meeting, following the annual congregational meeting. At its meeting on February 15, Council elected Dan Misch as Vice President, Gina Misch as Secretary, and Cheryl Schwartz as Treasurer. Pastor Cox serves as President of council and the congregation; he and Gina are non-voting members of Council.
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2025 Pledges
If anyone hasn’t yet completed a 2025 pledge card and still wishes to do so, you can still turn one in. The cards are in the narthex in an envelope, or email or call the church office to request one. For offering envelopes, ask Nancy Hrebenak.  Thanks to everyone who made a commitment to support Calvary in 2025.
Eco-stewardship: Recycling Project
	In fall 2024, Yoan Viamonte proposed an Eco-Stewardship project to Calvary’s Evangelism Committee, which discussed and presented it to council. The first aspect of the project is underway. Council approved the placement of recycling containers in various areas of Calvary’s facilities. Plastic bottles or jars, glass jars, aluminum or other metal cans, and clean paper or cardboard are accepted.  Please look for the bins and signs in the narthex, hall, kitchen, and other locations. Let’s be good stewards of God’s creation and reduce, reuse, and recycle to lessen the amount of waste and energy use.
Souper Bowl of Caring
Calvary participated in the Souper Bowl of Caring on Super Bowl Sunday on February 9, 2025 and continued to take donations through February 23.  Donations will go to the Greater Chicago Food Depository, and the total will be matched from the pastor’s discretionary fund for ELCA World Hunger.  Since this issue is going to press before February 23, we plan to report the totals in the April Chronicle issue. Thank you for your donations to help fight hunger!
Calvary Seniors
	Calvary Seniors will meet on Tuesday, March 18 at noon, its regular monthly gathering in Luther Hall on the third Tuesday of the month. Please contact Elaine Lebron for more information. 
Lenten Bible Study
	During Lent, we plan to have Bible study every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m., from March 11 through April 8. We will continue our study of the Gospel according to Matthew. We will have a short prayer service at about 11:30 a.m. at the end of each session.


4

Ash Wednesday
Easter is later than average (April 20) this year, so Ash Wednesday isn’t until March 5, 2025. This year, Calvary will have its usual communion service with sermon and hymns at 11:00 a.m. that day. It will also host joint services with Santa Teresa de Avila, held at Calvary, in the evening—a shorter service at 6:15 p.m. without communion and a service with communion at 7:00 p.m.  All services will include imposition of ashes for those who want them. 
Upcoming Metro Chicago Synod Events
	On Monday, March 3, at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom teleconference, the ELCA Metro Chicago Synod Working Group on the Middle East will host a forum about recent events in Gaza, Israel, and the Middle East. The session will comment on the current chaos, outline how the ELCA and its interfaith partners are responding, explain how we can advocate for steps toward peace with justice, share ways we can be in solidarity with all people of the region, especially our Lutheran siblings in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land, and answer attendees’ questions. To register, use the online form at
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScKO7aSG5LNYmP5A4vqdrw-7lZ9EUP2wQSOd0cdJ7rodUZyHA/viewform .

The Metro Chicago Synod’s Lay Leadership Day will be held Saturday, March 29, 2025 from 9:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Schaumburg. It includes worship, a guest speaker, and workshops. The cost is $10 to cover lunch.  If anyone is interested in attending or for more information, please see the synod’s website www.mcselca.org or ask Pastor Cox.

Saturday, May 30-31, 2025 will be our synod’s annual assembly. It will be held in St. Charles from morning through late afternoon.  Workshops on various topics, reports on the synod budget and governance, reports from our bishop and officers, mission moments, worship, and lunch are all included. This year, there will be elections for bishop also.  Calvary is allotted two delegates and pays the all-inclusive registration fees. Please inform Pastor Cox as soon as possible if you would consider attending as a delegate from Calvary this year.
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Happy Birthday!						Happy Anniversary!
¡Feliz Cumpleaños!						¡feliz aniversario!
Yoan Viamonte              March 4th 
Rudy Cortes    	    March 6th 
Br. Jamison Wheeler	    March 6th 
Kathy Becker 		    March 23rd 
Anna Auersch 	    March 29th 
Bryanne Misch 	    March 31st  		     
			
	

Memorials

No Memorials 


Verses for our Times:
Cast your burden on the Lord,
    and he will sustain you;
he will never permit
    the righteous to be moved.

(Psalm 55:22, English Standard Version)
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March   202 5   -   Remembered in Prayer   (updated   2 - 2 2 - 202 5 )     Let us keep the following people in prayer.       Fighting cancer / Luchando con cáncer   Major   Kincade   Joyce Johnson    Richard Sivertsen     Karen Bellafiore    Paul Wheeler      John Lynch    Ron Feltz      Living with chronic condition / Viviendo con condición crónica   Terry Borsellino    Kathy Becker    John Eichhorn    John Salomone      In  hospital/ en el hospital     Joan Kincade      Healing at home / recuperándose en casa   JoAlice Revas    Scott Sawallisch    Nancy Wheeler    Katie Goberling    Generally needing prayer   /  en necesidad de oración en general   Barb Siegel    John Whennen    Angela Murphy     Bob Pearson     Charlie Miller    Katherine Zeleny         Grieving the death and celebrating the life of /    En duelo por el fallecimiento y celebrando la vida de   Cindy Vallejo    Siliberto Campos    Alicia  González Hernández     José Manuel    
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“ Come, follow me,”   Jesus said,   “and I will send you out to fish for people.”     At once they left their nets and followed him.     (Matthew 4:19 - 20, New International Version)       As I have said in various  sermons, council meetings, congregational meetings, Chronicle  columns, and conversations, the Church has always faced challenges throughout its history,  and in the 21 st   century United States, congregations must face challenges of our own time and  context.  Many congregations from mainline Christian denominations have declined by various  measures, and they face a different cultural, social, and religious context than that   of a  generation or two ago.  We are called to be faithful to the Gospel of Jesus Christ , God’s call, and  the mission that God has given the Church. At the same time, we cannot do everything the way  it was done in the past. The present has changed , and the future will bring further changes.   Nostalgia for the way things were is a natural human sentiment. However, it usually does not  help to equip the community of believers to join in what God is doing now and into the future.      Last year, the congregation was invited to respond to the questions of what brought you  to Calvary, what caused you to stay, and what Calvary’s purpose and mission is. This year, we  will be examining   the next stage of questions. These include   wh at  resources we need to carry  out the mission that God has given us,  whether or for how long we can realistically rely on such  resources, whether the mission requires major changes given those resources, and whether or  not people are willing to accept such changes f or the sake of God’s mission. A related issue is  whether or not there is consensus, or how much disagreement there is, about our answers to the  above.      In the past six months, Calvary’s Congregation Council has participated in workshops  or meetings about Three Pathways, a program that our Metropolitan Chicago Synod developed  for congregations that are unable to sustain their current ministry in its curre nt form for the  long term. I gave a brief preview of these pathways and process at our annual congregational  meeting, as mentioned in the article in this issue.  Calvary m embers will be encouraged to attend  a more in - depth presentation about Three Pathways  on Saturday, May 3   and are being given a  letter inviting them to this process.  Non - members will be informed of any major changes that  result from these conversations.      Our call is to be faithful followers of Jesus Christ, despite the uncertainties of the present  and future.     In Christ our Lord and Savior,   Pastor Cox  


