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One Church - One Congregation – One Chronicle
Una iglesia - Una Congregación – Una Crónica 
04/06/25- Fifth Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 43:16-21                   Ps. 126	           Philippians 3:4-14	      John 12:1-8
04/13/25- Palm Sunday 
Isaiah 50:4-9                      Ps. 31:9-16   	           Philippians 2:5-11	      Luke 22:14-23:56
04/17/25- Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12:1-14	                Ps. 116:1-2,12-19         1st Corinthians 11:23-26           John 13:1-17, 31-35
04/18/25- Good Friday 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12             Ps. 22		           Hebrew 4:14-16, 5:7-9                John 18:1-19:14
04/20/25- Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34-43                     Ps. 118:1-2,14-24          1st  Corinthians 15:19-26         Luke 24:1-12
04/27/25- Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 5:27-32                         Ps.150     	            Revelation 1:4-8	              	      John 20:19-31
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Three Pathways Presentation
	In the past several months, Calvary’s Congregation Council participated in workshops or meetings about Three Pathways, a program that our Metropolitan Chicago Synod developed for congregations that are unable to sustain their current ministry in its current form for the long term. I gave a brief preview of these pathways and process at our annual congregational meeting, as mentioned in the article in the March Chronicle issue. 
Calvary members are encouraged to attend a more in-depth presentation about Three Pathways on Saturday morning, May 3. A letter has been given or sent to Calvary members inviting them to this session to learn about this process.  No final decisions or votes will be taken on May 3, but it is a very important step in our discernment about Calvary’s future. 
Calvary members are asked to please RSVP by April 20th (Easter Sunday) whether you can attend or not (either way), so that we can anticipate attendance. Please do one of the following: call Calvary’s office phone number (773) 767-7400; email the church at calvaryluther@sbcglobal.net; or tell our secretary Gina Misch or Pastor Cox in person.  This is a very important step. Please make every effort to attend. 

New Associate Members
	On March 23, 2025, Calvary welcomed Arturo Almaraz and Yoan Viamonte as associate members. As described in Calvary’s constitution (chapter 8), associate members are persons holding membership in other Christian congregations or denominations who wish to retain such membership but desire to participate in the life and mission of this congregation [Calvary]. These individuals have all the privileges and duties of membership except voting rights or other rights and privileges ascribed to voting members by the provisions of this constitution and its bylaws.
	Arturo and Yoan began attending Calvary about two years ago. They have attended regularly, participate in our worship life, and have participated in social ministry efforts such as volunteering at the Greater Chicago Food Depository and the Chicago CROP Hunger Walk. Arturo frequently accompanies Morgan to our worship and Coffee And, and he participates actively, despite being visually impaired. Yoan has helped Calvary establish a recycling program; has helped to organize, update, and create an electronic register of our files; and has served as a lector in worship. Yoan will be moving soon but plans to maintain regular involvement through online worship, the recycling project, and completing electronic registers of our files. 
	Both Arturo and Yoan completed six sessions of new member classes, of one to two hours each class. Welcome, Arturo and Yoan!
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Eco-stewardship: Recycling Project
	In fall 2024, Yoan Viamonte proposed an Eco-Stewardship project to Calvary’s Evangelism Committee, which discussed and presented it to council. The first aspect of the project, a recycling program, has now been implemented. Council approved the placement of recycling containers in various areas of Calvary’s facilities. Plastic bottles or jars, glass jars, aluminum or other metal cans, and clean paper or cardboard are accepted.  Please look for the bins and signs in the narthex, Luther Hall near the kitchen, the church office, and the meeting room. We have a special scale to weigh the materials we recycle and keep data on how much we recycle. Items will be taken to appropriate locations to be recycled.
Let’s be good stewards of God’s creation and reduce, reuse, and recycle to lessen the amount of waste and energy use.
Souper Bowl of Caring
Calvary participated in the Souper Bowl of Caring on Super Bowl Sunday on February 9, 2025 and continued to take donations through February 23.  $ 170 was collected for the Greater Chicago Food Depository, and this amount was matched from the pastor’s discretionary fund for ELCA World Hunger.  Thank you for your donations to help fight hunger!
Calvary Seniors
	Calvary Seniors will meet on Tuesday, April 15 at noon, its regular monthly gathering in Luther Hall on the third Tuesday of the month. Please contact Elaine Lebron for more information. 
Bible Study
	During Lent, we have been having Bible study every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. This will continue through April 8. We have a short Lenten prayer service at the end of each session. After Lent, we’ll resume meeting every two weeks, so we’ll meet again on April 22, Easter Tuesday.
	We continue to study the Gospel according to Matthew. All are welcome to join. 
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Synod Assembly
Saturday, May 30-31, 2025 will be our Metropolitan Chicago Synod’s annual assembly. It will be held in St. Charles from morning through late afternoon.  Workshops on various topics, reports on the synod budget and governance, reports from our bishop and officers, mission moments, worship, and lunch are all included. This year, there will be elections for bishop also.  Calvary is allotted two delegates and pays the all-inclusive registration fees. Please inform Pastor Cox as soon as possible if you would consider attending as a delegate from Calvary this year.

Services for Holy Week / Servicios para Semana Santa
Our Holy Week Schedule is as follows. [For those unable to attend Calvary at its service times, consider attending Santa Teresa Episcopal at 6201 S. St. Louis at the times shown in brackets.]

Palm Sunday, April 13 / Domingo de Ramos, 13 de abril
9:00 a.m. – Liturgy of Palms and Passion with Communion
[10:30 bilingual & 12:30 español - Santa Teresa, 6201 S. St. Louis]

Maundy Thursday, April 17 / Jueves Santo, 17 de abril
 11:00 a.m. (Calvary) (English)
[7:30 p.m. - Santa Teresa, 6201 S. St. Louis (bilingual)]

Good Friday, April 18 / Viernes Santo, 18 de abril
[2:00 p.m. service w/Via Crucis at Santa Teresa (bilingual)]
5:45 p.m. Stations of the Cross (bilingual)
6:30 p.m. Good Friday Service (bilingual)

[Saturday, April 19 Easter Vigil 8:00 p.m. - Santa Teresa /
Vigilia Pascual (Sábado de Gloria), 19 de abril, 8:00 p.m. en Sta. Teresa]

Easter Sunday, April 20 / Domingo de Pascua, 20 de abril
9:00 a.m. – Worship Service with Holy Communion
[10:30 bilingual & 12:30 español - Santa Teresa, 6201 S. St. Louis]

Join us for this holy season / Bienvenidos en esta temporada santa
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Happy Birthday!						Happy Anniversary!
¡Feliz Cumpleaños!						¡feliz aniversario!
Bob Pearson	        April 8th 			
Salvador Campos     April 23rd
Rudy Cortes jr. 	       April 30th 	

Memorials
In memory of Lawrence and Emily Puccio (Roger Tobolt)
In Memory of John Eichhorn ( Lois and John Flood)
In honor of Rudy Cortes Jr. Birthday (Cortes Family) 



Verses for our Times:
Rend your hearts and not your clothing.
 Return to the LORD, your God,
 for he is gracious and merciful,
 slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,
 and relents from punishing.
(Joel 2:13, New Revised Standard Version)
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“ I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him,    “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you;     I am no longer worthy to be called your son.”    ( Luke 15:18 - 19 , New  Revised Standard   Version)       The story of the prodigal son is one of the most poignant and powerful parables in  Luke’s Gospel. Many of us can relate to it personally on some level, whether in our own  families or in another context.  Whether one of our own children, we ourselves, or so meone else  seems to fit the role of the wayward son, the parable is as much ,   if not more ,   about the forgiving  father.      Before God, we have all been like the prodigal   child on numerous occasions.  All of us  have sinned and strayed  from God’s ways in various forms. The rite of Corporate Confession  and Forgiveness ( Evangelical Lutheran Worship,  page 241) elaborates on some of them, expanding  on the short Confession and Forgiveness that we use at the beginning of most Sunday worship  services ,   yet in words distinct from the  confession   we use on Ash Wednesday:     For self - centered living,   and for failing to walk with humility and gentleness:   For longing to have what is not ours,   and for hearts that are not at rest with ourselves:   For misuse of human  relationships,   and for unwillingness to see the image of God in  others:   For jealousies that divide families and nations,   and for rivalries that create strife and  warfare:   For reluctance in sharing the gifts of God,   and for carelessness with the fruits of creation:   For hurtful words that condemn,   and for angry deeds that harm:   For idleness in witnessing to Jesus Christ,   and for squandering the gifts of love and  grace:     And in response, we pray in the words of the Trisagion, which we also pray at the end  of our Good Friday service:   Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,   have mercy on us.     In this latter part of Lent, I invite us all to reflect on how we have behaved as the  prodigal, squandered God’s gifts, and been stubborn in turning around to  return to our  heavenly Father. May such an exercise not only make us aware of our sinfulness, but also make  us aware of the enormousness of God’s forgiveness   and grace, as supremely expressed in our  Lord’s death and resurrection which we celebrate this month.     In Christ ,   our  crucified and risen Savior ,   Pastor Cox      
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April   202 5   -   Remembered in Prayer   (updated   3 - 2 3 - 202 5 )     Let us keep the following people in prayer.       Fighting cancer / Luchando con cáncer   Patrick Juarez  & family    Major   Kincade   Ron Feltz     Richard Sivertsen     Paul Wheeler      Karen Bellafiore    Joyce Johnson    John Lynch        Living with chronic condition / Viviendo con condición crónica   Kathy Becker    John Salomone        Healing at home / recuperándose en casa   Anne Auersch    Steve Lynch    John Ma    Joan Kincade     Robin Cortes      Generally needing prayer   /  en necesidad de oración en general   Barb Siegel    John Whennen    Angela Murphy     Bob Pearson     Charlie Miller    Katherine Zeleny         Grieving the death and celebrating the life of /    En duelo por el fallecimiento y celebrando la vida de   John Eichhorn    Martin Marty    Cindy Vallejo    Siliberto Campos     
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