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One Church - One Congregation – One Chronicle
Una iglesia - Una Congregación – Una Crónica 
05/04/25- Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 9: 1-20                   	   Ps. 30	           		 Revelation 1:4-8	             John 20:19-31
05/11/25- Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:36-43                       Ps. 23   	              Revelation 7:9-17	            John 10:22-30
05/18/25- Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 11:1-18	                Ps. 148         	             Revelation 21:1-6                        John 13:31-35
05/25/25- Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 16:9-15             	Ps. 67		            Revelation 21:10,22-22:5            John 14:23-29  
05/29/25- Ascension Day
Acts 1:1-11                      Ps. 47                               Ephesians 1:15-23		        Luke 24:44-53
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From the Pastor’s Desk- May 2025
[Jesus prayed to the Father,] “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 23 I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.” (John 17:20-23, New International Version)
	I write this column on Tuesday of Easter Week, one day after Pope Francis died in the Vatican on Easter Monday. Though Lutherans and other Protestants are not under the authority of the Pope and have several theological and ecclesiastical differences from Roman Catholics, I think that Pope Francis’s life and death are relevant for us.  
	The Pope, the Bishop of Rome, officially speaks for Roman Catholics, but he is the most significant, visible Christian leader in the world. So, he has the most prominent voice among Christians at a global level. 
	Of course, we do have our differences with Roman Catholics. We don’t believe in transubstantiation, indulgences, Purgatory, veneration of the saints, or various other doctrines of Roman Catholicism, some of which are disagreements that date back to Martin Luther’s original ones expressed in 1517. Though both Roman Catholics and some Lutheran denominations (like the ELCA) have bishops, there are significant differences in the role. In the ELCA, bishops are elected by a local synod (as we’ll do later this month), not approved by Rome. They serve a specific term of office then return to being pastors; they are not ordained to an order of ministry for life as in Catholicism. ELCA bishops can be married or women, not only celibate males. ELCA bishops are not the only pastors who can confirm; in Roman Catholicism, only bishops can do confirmation. 
Despite these and other differences, in some ways Lutherans and Roman Catholics have grown closer together since the Reformation. In most cases, Catholics now worship at Masses said in the language of the people, not Latin; are no longer discouraged from reading or studying the Bible; and recognize Protestants as fellow Christians rather than dismissing them as heretics to be avoided. Lutherans, for their part, have recovered the centrality of the Eucharist (communion) in our worship, have rediscovered the validity and beauty of rites and the liturgical calendar that were once dismissed as too “Catholic,” and in some circumstances join with Catholics in social ministries and joint non-Eucharistic worship (such as the annual service we have with St. Mary Star of the Sea, our neighboring Roman Catholic parish).
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Theologically, the most important development occurred in 1999, when both Lutheran and Roman Catholic leaders signed the historic Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification. This statement affirms that justification is by God’s grace through faith in Christ, not through our works. It addresses one of the most important points of division from the Reformation and renounces some of the mutual condemnation in both Lutheran and Roman Catholic documents from the 16th and 17th centuries.
Pope Francis and some of his recent predecessors have welcomed non-Catholic Christian leaders for meetings and joint prayer. They have encouraged ecumenical dialogue, though officially one Roman Catholic goal of such dialogue may be eventual communion with Rome. 
Perhaps more importantly, the greatest significance of Pope Francis for Christians who aren’t Roman Catholic may be in his approach to the modern world. He was very aware of the need to reform the attitudes towards people in the increasingly secular, materialistic world in which we live.  He consciously chose to eschew the traditional ornate palace for his residence, choosing a simple apartment instead; he avoided opulence and embraced simplicity, indicated by choosing as his papal name that of the famous mendicant, St. Francis of Assisi. He visited prisoners and washed the feet of the marginalized on Maundy Thursday. While not changing the doctrine of the male priesthood or of lifelong heterosexual marriage, he was more open to welcoming women’s voices and those who identify as LGBTQ+. He increased representation from Catholics in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. He welcomed opportunities to be with youth.  In summary, he realized that we no longer live in a world where most people, even in traditionally Christian countries, naturally flock to churches because of tradition, cultural norms, or a sense of guilt or obligation.  Some people are slow to recognize or admit it, but Pope Francis was aware. Even more importantly, he knew that as followers of Jesus Christ, we should always feel called to reach those on the margins, to proclaim the Gospel to all people, to embody Jesus’s ministry of compassion and teaching, to renew our faith and the Church regardless of how it may upset the status quo. 
What about us? Do we still wish with nostalgia for past times when we imagine (not necessarily accurately) that the Church and society were better? Or will we finally be willing to break our stereotypes and preconceptions to follow Jesus’s teaching and example, bearing witness to new people who need the mercy, salvation, hope, and love that only Christ can give in their fullness? What can we apply from Pope Francis’s life and actions?
 Though this pontiff’s twelve years of papacy have now ended and Roman Catholicism will soon have a new leader, I think all of us Christians still have a lot to learn from Pope Francis’s teaching and example.  

In Christ, our crucified and risen Savior,
Pastor Cox					3
Three Pathways Presentation
	In the past several months, Calvary’s Congregation Council participated in workshops or meetings about Three Pathways, a program that our Metropolitan Chicago Synod developed for congregations that are unable to sustain their current ministry in its current form for the long term. I gave a brief preview of these pathways and process at our annual congregational meeting in January, as mentioned in the article in the March Chronicle issue. 
All Calvary members were encouraged to attend a more in-depth presentation about Three Pathways on Saturday morning, May 3. A letter was given or sent to Calvary members inviting them to this session to learn about this process.  No final decisions or votes will be taken on May 3, but it is a very important step in our discernment about Calvary’s future. 
Calvary members were asked to RSVP by April 20, whether attending or not, so that we can anticipate attendance, by phone to (773) 767-7400, email to calvaryluther@sbcglobal.net, or in person to Gina Misch or Pastor Cox. This Chronicle edition is being prepared on April 22 for distribution on April 27. If anyone did not RSVP yet, please do so right away.
This meeting is a very important step in determining Calvary’s future. 

Eco-stewardship: Recycling Project
	As part of the Eco-Stewardship project proposed by Yoan Viamonte in 2024, a recycling program was approved by Council and has now been implemented in Calvary’s facilities. Plastic bottles or jars, glass jars, aluminum or other metal cans, and clean paper or cardboard are accepted.  Please look for the bins and signs in the narthex, Luther Hall near the kitchen, the church office, and the meeting room. We have a special scale to weigh the materials we recycle and keep data on how much we recycle. Items will be taken to appropriate locations to be recycled.
Let’s be good stewards of God’s creation and reduce, reuse, and recycle to lessen the amount of waste and energy use.
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Calvary Seniors
	Calvary Seniors will meet on Tuesday, May 20 at noon, its regular monthly gathering in Luther Hall on the third Tuesday of the month. Please contact Elaine Lebron for more information. 
Bible Study and Intercessory Prayer
	Now that Lent has ended, we will continue to have Bible study every other Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. We have intercessory prayer at the end of each session. Because the last session was on April 22, Easter Tuesday, and there were five Tuesdays in April, during May we’ll meet on May 6 and May 20 (first and third, rather than second and fourth Tuesdays of the month).
	We continue to study the Gospel according to Matthew. All are welcome to join. 


Synod Assembly
Saturday, May 30-31, 2025 will be our Metropolitan Chicago Synod’s annual assembly. Workshops on various topics, reports on the synod budget and governance, reports from our bishop and officers, mission moments, worship, and lunch are all included. This year, there will be elections for bishop also.  Please inform Pastor Cox, Cheryl Schwartz, and John Whennen will be attending from Calvary this year and will report on the assembly afterwards. 
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Happy Birthday!						Happy Anniversary!
¡Feliz Cumpleaños!						¡feliz aniversario!
Joyce Johnson	        May 13th 			  Joan and Major Kincade 	May 15th 
Morgan Cortes          May 13th 			  Robin and Rudy Cortes	May 19th 
Arturo Almaraz        May 15th 
Janice Holstein 	        May 24th 
Gina Misch	        May 28th 
Bryan Becker	        May 30th 	

Memorials
Candle in memory of Elaine Thomas (Lois Flood)
In honor of Morgan Cortes Birthday (Cortes Family)
In honor of Arturo Almaraz Birthday (Cortes Family)



Verses for our Times:
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May   202 5   -   Remembered in Prayer   (updated   4 - 22 - 202 5 )     Let us keep the following people in prayer.       Fighting cancer / Luchando con cáncer   Sonia Oceguera    Patrick Juarez  & family    Major   Kincade   Ron Feltz     Richard Sivertsen     Paul Wheeler      Karen Bellafiore    Joyce Johnson    John Lynch        Living with chronic condition / Viviendo con condición crónica   Kathy Becker    John Salomone        Healing at home / recuperándose en casa   Anne Auersch    Steve Lynch    John Ma    Joan Kincade       Generally needing prayer   /  en necesidad de oración en general   Dan Misch    Barb Siegel    John Whennen    Angela Murphy     Bob Pearson     Charlie Miller    Katherine Zeleny     Trinity Lutheran Church ,   Truman MN       Grieving the death and celebrating the life of /  En duelo por el fallecimiento y  celebrando la vida de   John Eichhorn      In thanksgiving / En acción de gracias    Bob Pearson’s 100th birthday   (April 8)     Yoan Viamonte , for   finding a job in Tampa   


image2.emf
  Since, then, you have been raised with Christ,     set your hearts on things above,    where Christ is, seated at the right hand of  God.       Set your minds on things above,    not on earthly things.   ( Colossians 3:1 - 2, New International Version )  
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