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One Church - One Congregation – One Chronicle
Una iglesia - Una Congregación – Una Crónica 
07/06/25- Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
2 Kings 5:1-14                     Ps. 30	              		Galatians 6:1-16	         Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
07/13/25- Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Amos 7:7-17                      Ps. 82   	              		Colossians 1:1-4	        Luke 10:25-37
07/20/25- Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Amos 8:1-12	            Ps. 52      	            	             Colossians 1:15-28                   Luke 10:38-42
07/27/25- Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Hosea 1:2-10             	Ps. 85                              Colossians 2:6-19                      Luke   11:1-13
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Synod Assembly

Saturday, May 30-31, 2025 was our Metropolitan Chicago Synod’s annual assembly. Workshops, reports, mission moments, worship, and an election for bishop were held. John Whennen and Cheryl Schwartz attended as Calvary’s lay delegates and Pastor Cox attended with vote granted to clergy from full communion partner denominations who are serving synod congregations. We will share our experiences here and in the August Chronicle.

This year’s Synod Assembly was my second experience.  Synod As¬sembly is a busy time, and one can feel easily overwhelmed in the experience. Yet, the Assembly is also a time for faith and religious nourishment, a time one can observe great movement in the Holy Spirit. I think my experience of Synod Assembly is quite like the life of the Parish, the experience of Parish life together. 
It is refreshing and enjoyable to stand in the Assembly with Christian men and women from Lutheran parishes across the metro area. It is joyful and meaningful to experience the freedom of movement among them as praise and worship almost erupts among them, and in a variety of expression.
Assembly is work, faith, and the realization that all the vari¬ety of ways of doing and believing have a quite common source: the life of Christ in all of us.  The experience of Synod Assem¬bly gives one a proof that Christ is among us, and acting now in producing the Spirit of our God in us to effectively minister to the needs of our communities.

John Whennen
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Happy Birthday!						Happy Anniversary!
¡Feliz Cumpleaños!						¡feliz aniversario!
Robin Cortes 	          July 9th 			  	Sal and Martha Campos              July 29th 
Martha Campos          July 11th 				Cheryl and William Tumaitis     July 31st 
Katie Goberling          July 16th 
Cheryl Tumaitis	         July 18th 
Steve Lynch                July 21st 
Louise Breen	         July 26th 
Cheryl  Schwartz       July 26th 

Memorials
In celebration of Memorial Day (Scott Sawallisch)
In celebration of Jim and Lois 60th wedding anniversary (Jim and Lois Flood) 
In memory of Bob Pearson (Cheryl Tumaitis, Colleen Flood, Maura Bremman and Michael Mocomole, Patty Larkner)
In memory of Frances Niemann birthday (Nancy Hrebenak)
In memory of Bob Larkin (Patty Larkner)


Verses for our Times:
Then Peter began to speak:
 “Now I really understand that God doesn’t show favoritism, 
but in every nation 
the person who fears Him and does righteousness
 is acceptable to Him.
(Acts 10:34-35) 
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Jackie’s Flower Seeds   (Jackie Sater’s report after visiting several churches in Illinois,   including Calvary, during June 2025)     Emerging Themes and Challenges     * COVID - 19 Impact: A recurring theme was the negative impact of the pandemic on church  attendance, with many individuals opting for online services or discontinuing church  attendance altogether. Some churches, however, experienced new growth through adapti ng  services (e.g., park services).    * Importance of Small Groups: Multiple churches highlighted small groups as a key strategy for  fostering connection, spiritual growth, and community within the congregation.    * Youth Engagement: Attracting and retaining younger generations is a significant challenge.  Churches with dedicated youth pastors, engaging programs, and contemporary approaches  appear to be more successful.    * Community Relevance: Churches that are actively engaged with their local communities and  offer programs addressing modern needs (e.g., food pantries, coffee programs, family events)  seem to thrive.    * Pastoral Support and Networking: The importance of support networks for pastors was  emphasized, particularly for bi - vocational pastors and those leading smaller congregations.    *   Financial and Membership Struggles: Many smaller, older churches are facing declining  membership and financial strain, leading to discussions about the need for inter - church support  and potentially closures or mergers.    * Changing Demographics and Lifestyles: The rise of dual - income families, youth sports on  Sundays, and a general decline in the younger generation's perceived need for traditional  church structures present ongoing challenges.      Recommendations for Future Ministry Focus     Based on these observations, future ministry efforts could consider:    * Targeted Outreach to Younger Generations: Develop contemporary worship styles, robust  children's and youth ministries, and incorporate technology to engage younger families.    * Strengthening Small Group Ministries: Invest in resources and training to expand and  diversify small group offerings, making them accessible and appealing.    * Community Engagement Initiatives: Identify and address local community needs through  outreach programs, partnerships, and events that demonstrate the church's relevance and care.    * Fostering Inter - Church Collaboration: Encourage partnerships and shared resources among  churches, particularly in areas with multiple struggling congregations, to maximize impact and  sustainability.    * Supporting Pastoral Wellness: Advocate for and facilitate access to pastoral support networks,  retreats, and ongoing education to ensure the well - being of church leadership.     Jackie Sater   Christ the King Lutheran Church   Bentonville, Arkansas  
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Eco - stewardship: Recycling Project       As part of the Eco - Stewardship project proposed by  Yoan Viamonte  in 2024,  a recycling  program  was approved by Council and  has now been implemented   in Calvary’s facilities .   Plastic bottles or jars, glass jars, aluminum or other metal cans, and clean paper or cardboard  are accepted.  Please look for the bins and signs in the narthex, Luther Hall near the kitchen, the  church office, and the meeting room. We have a special scale   to weigh the materials we recycle  and keep data on how much we recycle. Items will be taken to appropriate locations to be  recycled.     Joselyn and Morgan Cortes weighed the first round of recyclables, collected roughly  from March 15 - May 10   (8 weeks) which   totaled 3.6 pounds (not counting the weight of the blue  bins).    The second round, collected roughly from May 10  –   June 24 (7 weeks) totaled  12.4   pounds , including three months of empty sanctuary (“forever”) candles .    Let’s be good stewards of God’s creation and reduce, reuse, and recycle to lessen the  amount of waste and energy use.  
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Three Pathways     Last month in the June  Chronicle , we s ummarized the meeting about Th ree Pathways on  Saturday, May 3, 202 5, at which   e leven people from Calvary ,   Pastor Kathy Nolte ,   and Pastor  Karla Thompson - Powell of our Metropolitan Chicago Synod   attended. As was explained last  month, Pastor Kathy described the Three Pathways process, which the Metropolitan Chicago  Synod of the ELCA developed to guide congregations that may not be sustainable. She outlined  the options of transformation, community  partnership, and closure; had attendees complete the  Congregational Sustainability Assessment; and noted the decline in attendance, membership,  and financial resources which indicate that c losure seems the likely outcome within a couple of  years.   Later in May, council discussed the possible next steps. We agreed that attempting to  visit other churches was either premature and/or not practical, given the broad geographic  spread of current members.  Council has been exploring whether or not to purcha se new  boilers; this would be attractive to buyers but would quickly expend much of our financial  reserves. Pastor Cox agreed to meet with the Maranatha Seventh Day Adventist Church, which  uses our facilities on Friday evenings and Saturdays , and Consuelo  Therapeutic Services, which  uses the third floor of the original building five days a week. These groups would be most  affected by Calvary’s closure. They have the most members or clients and would need  significant time to make other arrangements, but ther e is a chance they might be able to be part  of a purchase of the building so their services and ministry could continue. Pastor Cox will be  meeting with both groups during the summer and will report to council on their responses to  the situation.    We tentatively plan to meet with Pastor Kathy again in September, but we have not yet  confirmed a time, nor who would be invited to such a meeting to discuss next steps. We will  continue to inform Calvary members of developments via the Chronicle, letters, and  announcements during worship services.    
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Ju ly   202 5   -   Remembered in Prayer   (updated   6 - 24 - 202 5 )     Let us keep the following people in prayer.       Fighting cancer / Luchando con cáncer   Sonia Oceguera    Patrick Juarez  & family    Major   Kincade   Ron Feltz     Richard Sivertsen     Paul Wheeler      Karen Bellafiore    Joyce Johnson    John Lynch        Living with chronic condition / Viviendo con condición crónica   Kathy Becker    John Salomone        Healing at home / recuperándose en casa   Darrell Buhmann    Cindy Loszach    Anne Auersch    Steve Lynch    John Ma    Joan Kincade     Generally needing prayer   /  en necesidad de oración en general   Richard Lesiak    Roland Weber    Cheryl Fell    Dan Misch    Barb Siegel    John Whennen    Angela Murphy     Charlie Miller    Katherine Zeleny     Trinity Lutheran Church ,   Truman MN       Grieving the death and celebrating the life of /    En duelo por el fallecimiento y celebrando la vida de   Charlotte Weber    Bob Pearson      In thanksgiving / En acción de gracias   Rudy Cortes Jr., for completion of Emergency Medical Technician studies   
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Do not neglect   to   show   hospitality   to   strangers,    for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.    (Hebrews 13:2, New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition)       On Sunday, June 15, Jackie  Sater, a member of Christ the King Lutheran Church in  Bentonville, Arkansas, visited Calvary upon the culmination of her walk through much of the  state of Illinois.  During May and June, she visited various churches between Alton (near East  St. Louis) and  Chicago   and met with Pastor Phil Hersch of the ELCA Churchwide offices on  Tuesday , June 17 . Her aim was “to   understand current church dynamics, challenges, and  successful strategies, particularly in the post - COVID - 19 landscape. Key themes include [d]   the  on going impact of COVID - 19 on attendance, the importance of small group ministries, youth  engagement, community relevance, and the need for pastoral and inter - church support. ” (from  Jackie’s report)    Jackie visited  The River Church, Alton, IL (May 31) ;   Emmanuel Methodist Church (June  1) ;   Zion Lutheran Church, Shipman, IL (June 1) ;   Delavan Baptist Church (June 8) ;   Living Hope  Community Church, Hopedale, IL ( also  June 8) ; Lexington Community Church (also June 8);  and   Calvary, Chicago (June 15 & 16) . At Calvary, she joined the congregation for worship,  explained her trek and purpose, stayed for Coffee And, had pizza with Cheryl Schwartz, and  stayed overnight with her sister (who was also her driver between   the distances she walked) at  Calvary’s sexton’s apartment on Sunday and Monday night, before she met with Pastor Phil of  the ELCA on Tuesday.    I share some of her observations   in the following article. Here, however, I would like to  lift up the fact that Calvary practiced a type of Christian hospitality that has origins in the early  Church and Middle Ages but which is largely forgotten in our times of online hotel reservations  and GPS - based travel. Monasteries from the Middle Ages through modern times often have had  this type of ministry; I believe it was St. Benedict who  said that to welcome a stranger was to  welcome Christ himself.  A few weeks  ago,   Calvary welcomed Jackie for worship, offered  her   fellowship a fter worship   and a t   dinner (at one of Chicago’s famous pizza chains, of course — thanks, Cheryl !), listened to her story, and welcomed her as a member of the body of Christ  from a different location.  This is not unlike the times when we opened our space to youth  groups who stayed overnight in Luther Hall and the narthex before departing for a mission trip  from Midway Airport the next morning.   This   type of hospitality   is an important part of wha t it  means to be the Church , and it is just as important as Bible studies, sermon preparation, or  worship planning.   Calvary has been declining by many measures, as have many churches in the post - COVID 21 st   century. It is easy to focus on the things we can no longer do, the people we no  longer have, or the activities that no longer happen. Those are realities,   yes. Nevertheless,   I  insist that God still has work for us to do   here and now , even with less financial and human  resources   than the congregation had in earlier times .     Welcoming a pilgrim who had a calling to understand the challenges of traditional  churches in our times was something we  could do, and which we   did well.   For whatever time  we have remaining in this place, I exhort us to  not underestimate the value of what God still  can  call us to do and give us the capability to do at Calvary Lutheran Church in Chicago.     Your fellow pilgrim in Christ,   Pastor Cox  


