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From the Pastor’s Desk- September 2025
The word of the LORD came to me saying,
"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you;
I appointed you a prophet to the nations."
Then I said, "Ah, Lord GOD! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy."
But the LORD said to me, "Do not say, 'I am only a boy';
for you shall go to all to whom I send you,
and you shall speak whatever I command you.
(Jeremiah 1:4-7, NRSV Updated Edition)
God often has called what many people might perceive as unlikely candidates to carry out God’s mission. In the Hebrew Scriptures or Old Testament, Moses questioned his qualifications to be the one to liberate the Hebrews from slavery in Egypt and lead them through the wilderness. The prophet Jeremiah, as noted in the verses above, protested that he was too young to speak on God’s behalf; he was only a boy. Several of Jesus’s first disciples were fishermen, lacking formal education, connection to religious authorities, or other attributes to lead a radical renewal of faith. Yet God called all of these individuals to be leaders, prophets, and apostles who still inspire us today by their examples.
On July 30 at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly, our own bishop was elected to be the Presiding Bishop of the ELCA. Bishop Curry has noted previously, in numerous interviews, meetings, and candidate statements, that he didn’t think he was qualified for many of the positions he has held. Yehiel Curry grew up Roman Catholic, attending Catholic schools through college; he later worked as a sixth grade teacher in the Chicago Public Schools and as a social worker. (Personally, I think those are great characteristics for formation as a pastor, but they aren’t the most traditional ones.) He came to Shekinah Chapel by accident, started worshipping there, and was called to be a lay leader, then pastor, then bishop. (See an interview with Bishop Curry from “Chicago Tonight” online at https://news.wttw.com/archive. Select date 8/7/2025 and keyword “Lutheran” to hear more details of his story.)
A couple of days later, CeCee Mills, Assistant to the Bishop in the North Carolina Synod, was elected as secretary of the ELCA. She remarked that she has no degrees but was elected to serve a church that greatly values education. (Actually, Rev. Mills has a TEEM—Theological Education for Emerging Ministries—certificate, which does require a significant amount of theological and ministry preparation, just not a traditional seminary Master of Divinity degree.) God called her to a new role of churchwide service.
At our own synod assembly three months ago, two young people from another congregation in our synod and city shared reflections in spoken word that were as or more inspiring than many sermons I’ve heard (and many sermons I’ve given!). They might have said, like Jeremiah, “I am only a boy (or girl),” but spoke what the Holy Spirit put in their hearts, minds, and mouths. (Their words are reprinted in this issue.)
Let us be attentive to how God may call unexpected people to speak and to lead in these changing times in the Church and the world.
In Christ our Savior and Lord,     
Pastor Cox					2
Videos of Worship Services
Facebook recently changed its policy and only allows videos to be viewed for 30 days.  Morgan has downloaded videos of our worship services and reposted them to our website, so one no longer needs a Facebook account to view them. The videos will not be visible in our Facebook page for the long term as they were before, but they will be visible on our website for at least several months, with a few (100th anniversary or other special occasions) being kept for the long term. A couple of years ago, Calvary adopted a policy regarding social media and Internet posts which states that anyone who wishes to post anything ask permission of Calvary’s Evangelism committee. If you wish to do this or have questions about the videos, photos, posts, or information on Facebook or our website, please contact Morgan or Pastor. 
Print Resources
In 2023, the ELCA’s Living Lutheran magazine ended print publication, moving to an online-only format. However, in 2025, it has come back by popular demand and is available again as a magazine (though quarterly rather than monthly). Calvary also receives the quarterly devotionals Christ in our Home to distribute to members. If you would like to receive either of these publications, or if you received them through Calvary but no longer wish to receive them, please contact Cheryl Schwartz. 
Bible Study & Calvary Seniors Return from Summer Break
Bible study and Calvary Seniors have been on a summer break but resume this month.
	Bible study will resume on Tuesdays, September 9 and 23 at 10:00 a.m. We will be studying the Nicene Creed, which marks its 1,700th anniversary this year. There will not be a book to purchase, but please sign up in the narthex, or contact John Whennen or Pastor Cox if you are interested so we can prepare the appropriate amount of materials for each session.
	Calvary Seniors will resume on Tuesday, September 16 with its regular monthly gathering in Luther Hall on the third Tuesday of the month. Please contact Elaine Lebron for more information. 
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Fall Service Opportunities: Food Depository and Chicago CROP Hunger Walk
	Calvary will participate in a volunteer shift at the Greater Chicago Food Depository, which is not far from Calvary. We are still confirming the date and time but are planning on mid-October.  Please contact Pastor Cox or use the sheet in the narthex to sign up. 
	Calvary is also invited to participate in the Chicago CROP Hunger Walk on Sunday afternoon, October 19, 2025. There will be a fun fest at noon and walk beginning at 1:30 p.m. This 40-year old tradition raises funds for local feeding programs and for Church World Service’s international hunger and disaster relief and development projects. The walk has two options—one mile (1.6 Kilometers) or three miles (5K); all routes begin and end at First Immanuel Lutheran Church at 1124 S. Ashland Ave. Walkers are rewarded with Eli’s Cheesecake and other refreshments.  Walkers, donors, and volunteers are needed. Walkers can sign up, and donors can give, online at https://events.crophungerwalk.org/crophungerwalks/team/calvary-lutheran-church-3  (click “Join the Team” or “Donate Now”). Walkers can also request a walker envelope and brochures from Pastor Cox. If you can’t participate on that day, you can support the fundraising by buying a Lou Malnati’s pizza coupon at http://www.crophungerwalks.org/chicago/pizza.html  For more information, contact Pastor Cox. 
+	A few participants from our partner groups in our building may join us in these activities. These opportunities are also our participation in the ELCA’s “God’s work. Our hands” annual day of service in September and a way to celebrate our 102nd anniversary year by serving others.  If you are interested in helping to organize these or other service opportunities, please contact Pastor Cox.  
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Three Pathways & Calvary’s Future
In the past three issues of the Chronicle, I summarized our May meeting with synod staff and the subsequent council discussions about Three Pathways, a process which the Metropolitan Chicago Synod of the ELCA developed to guide congregations that may not be sustainable in the foreseeable future. I also summarized the Congregational Sustainability Assessment and the decline in attendance, membership, and financial resources which indicate that Calvary’s closing seems likely within a couple of years.
The latest update is that council has been in the process of obtaining a free market analysis of Calvary’s building and property, which would be necessary prior to discussion of a sale, whether to Maranatha Seventh Day Adventist Church or another entity. 
Pastor Kathy Nolte of our synod staff will visit us again on Saturday, September 20 at 10:30 a.m., after the monthly council meeting, as we discuss next steps. Congregation members are welcome to attend, but council has decided that only active members as defined in Calvary’s bylaws C.8.05.01 (attendance, communion, and contribution of record) in the current year will have voice or vote at the meeting.
Pastor Cox
2025 Churchwide Assembly
	The 2025 ELCA Churchwide Assembly was held July 28–Aug. 2, 2025, in Phoenix, Ariz. The ELCA Churchwide Assembly is the primary decision-making body of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. When the ELCA Churchwide Assembly convenes, its voting members meet with confidence in God’s grace around word and water, wine and bread, to carry on their work on behalf of the entire church. Over the course of the assembly, voting members hear reports and review the work of churchwide officers, leaders and units; receive and consider proposals from synod assemblies; elect officers, board members and other leaders as specified by the constitution or bylaws; establish ELCA churchwide policy; worship together; adopt a budget; and conduct other business related to the ELCA churchwide organization.
	Various resolutions and memorials were discussed, such as related to an appropriate ELCA response to the tragic humanitarian situation in Gaza and the appropriate pace and actions for the Committee for a Renewed Lutheran Church.  Certainly, the biggest news for us was the election on July 30 of our own Bishop Yehiel Curry as the Presiding Bishop for the ELCA. Also, on August 1, the Rev. CeCee Mills was elected as Secretary of the ELCA.  Both will serve six-year terms beginning this fall. See Bishop’s Curry letter to our synod below.
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A message from Bishop Yehiel Curry
August 11, 2025

Dear people of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod,

Thank you for the many ways you have reached out to me in the days surrounding my election as presiding bishop of the ELCA. I’m deeply grateful for your prayers, kind words, and all the ways you have communicated with me. I have felt both your support and the shared sadness that comes with this unexpected transition in our synod.

Prior to churchwide assembly week, I knew exactly what I was going to do—spend the next six years as your synod bishop. While in Phoenix, my discernment became a time of prayer and conversations with family and friends, and I decided to “Go, therefore!” and leave my name in the election. I’m thankful for the other leaders who also said “yes” to this process: The Revs. Kevin Strickland, Tracie Bartholomew, Craig Schweitzer, Bill Gohl, Amy Current, and Angela Shannon.

Thanks to all of you who journeyed with me in this discernment and election process. The level of support has been overwhelming. And so have the number of social media friend requests! As I begin my new call with the churchwide organization Oct. 1, there will be an official presiding bishop social media presence and my current accounts will be suspended.

Communication in all forms has become a new challenge, so please be patient with me and with our office. As is always the case, our pastoral and professional staff continue their good work in and among the ministries of our synod. I’ll be tending to my synod schedule and in-person responsibilities in August and as I’m able until the end of September.

As these next weeks surely and quickly become only a matter of days, please know how deeply grateful I am for the congregations, rostered ministers, and all members of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod. Thank you for the fabulous ministry we have done together.

In the coming weeks, an interim bishop will be named to our synod (and announced as soon as possible). I have every confidence this transition will be Spirit-led as we move toward the election of the next MCS bishop during the 2026 synod assembly, and as we continue to be the church together into the future.		6
Together, let us continue to proclaim the gospel, make disciples, and do justice in Jesus’ name,

Yehiel Curry
Bishop, Metropolitan Chicago Synod
Presiding Bishop-elect, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America


2025 Synod Assembly (continued)

In the July and August issues of the Chronicle, lay delegate John Whennen and I shared a summary of our Metropolitan Chicago Synod’s annual assembly, held May 30-31, 2025, including workshops, reports, mission moments, worship, and elections. I mentioned poetry shared by two youth from First Immanuel Lutheran Church on Ashland Ave., and I later received permission from the youth, parents, and church to reprint their excellent contributions here. The assembly’s theme this year was “Go, therefore,” and these poems reflect that theme. I hope you will be as inspired as I was.  –Pastor Cox


“Go” – by Jayveon Baskerville, based on Matthew 28:19

He said… Go.
Not wait.
Not watch.
Not whisper to your own echo in a Sunday seat.
Go.
Not stay tucked in the safety of stained-glass stories
but walk into wild places
where the light’s still flickering
and love has no translation yet.
He didn’t say,
“Go only when you feel ready,”
“Go only where it’s pretty,”
or “Go only to the ones who look like you.”
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He said —
Go, therefore,				
like a river unleashed,
like fire with a mission,
like a heartbeat with direction.
Make disciples —
not just fans, not followers for a moment,
but lives lit with the same flame that found you,
hands reaching for the same grace that held you.
Of all nations —
because the cross was never meant to be claimed by
one flag,
one skin,
one tongue.
It’s a table with room for every soul
and chairs that stretch beyond borders.
Baptize them
in the name that split the sea,
the Son who broke the grave,
and the Spirit still speaking in quiet flames.
Go —
and let your feet carry the gospel
like seeds in the wind.
Let your life be the sermon
before your lips even speak.
He said, Go —
and the only question left
is, will you?
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“Go Therefore” by Laurielle Ngassa, inspired by Matthew 28:19

Go therefore, to the ends of earth,
Where silence waits for gospel birth.
Beneath each sky, on every shore,
Declare the love we can't ignore.

Make disciples, near and far, 		
Not by sword, but by the star
The Morning Light, the risen Son,
Who conquered death the Holy One.

Baptize them in the sacred name,
Father, Son, and Spirit flame.
Let water wash and hearts be stirred,
By grace received and gospel heard.

Teach them all He gave to you,
The narrow path, the walk that's true.
Not in fear, but clothed with peace,
Until the day when time shall cease.

And low, He walks with every soul,
A Shepherd near, a constant goal.
From now until the end of days,
He walks beside us all our ways.

So go therefore. do not delay,
The fields are white, the light is day.
The world awaits what heaven gave:
A love that lives beyond the grave.
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Happy Birthday!						Happy Anniversary!
¡Feliz Cumpleaños!						¡feliz aniversario!
Pastor Gary Cox	September 5th 			Dan and Gina Misch 	September 1st 
Linda Johnson 	September 6th
Elliot Murphy 		September 6th 
Jessica Becker 		September 9th 
John Whennen	September 11th 
Dylan Misch		September 24th 
Brittany Dunkle	September 30th 


Memorials
In memory of Lawrence and Emily Puccio (Robert Tolbolt)
In memory of Kjell Sivertsen (Lois Flood)


Verses for our Times:
“Do not be afraid of them,
for I am with you to deliver you, “
says the Lord.
(Jeremiah 1:8, NRSV Updated Edition)
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August   202 5   -   Remembered in Prayer   (updated   8 - 22 - 202 5 )     Let us keep the following people in prayer.       Fighting cancer / Luchando con cáncer   Sonia Oceguera    Patrick Juarez  & family    Major   Kincade   Ron Feltz     Richard Sivertsen     Paul Wheeler      Karen Bellafiore    Joyce Johnson    John Lynch        Living with chronic condition / Viviendo con condición crónica   Kathy Becker    John Salomone      In rehabilitation / en rehabilitación   JoAlice Revas      Healing at home / recuperándose en casa   Darrell Buhmann    Anne Auersch    Steve Lynch    Generally needing prayer   /  en necesidad de oración en general   Barb Siegel    Cecilia Seabrook    Cheryl Fell    Dan Misch    John Whennen    Charlie Miller    Katherine Zeleny     Trinity Lutheran Church ,   Truman MN         In thanksgiving / En acción de gracias    F or the election of Bishop Yehiel Curry as Presiding Bishop of the ELCA , and we  pray for the upcoming transition in our synod  
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