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One Church - One Congregation – One Chronicle
Una iglesia - Una Congregación – Una Crónica 
08/03/25- Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Hosea 11:1-11                     Ps. 107:1-9, 43	              	Colossians 3:1-11	         Luke 12:13-21
08/10/25- Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 1:1,10-20                 Ps. 50:1-8,22-23              Hebrews 11:1-3,8-16	         Luke 12:32-40
08/17/25- Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 5:1-7	            	 Ps. 80:1-2,8-19               Hebrews 11:29-12:2                   Luke 12:49-56
08/24/25- Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 1:4-10             	Ps. 71:1-6                        Hebrews 12:18-29                       Luke   13:10-17
08/31/25-Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 2:4-13             	Ps. 81:1,10-16                Hebrews 13:1-8,15-16                Luke    14:1,7-14
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From the Pastor’s Desk- August  2025
Sing ye a new song to the Lord; all (the) earth, sing ye to the Lord.
(Psalm 95:1, Wycliffe Bible)

	In July, I attended the annual conference of the Hymn Society of the United States and Canada in Detroit. The organization consists of singers, organists, other musicians, hymnwriters, and pastors of various denominations. I estimate that we sang over sixty hymns and songs over the four-day conference. I had never sung so much in one week in my life! 
	This year’s conference theme was “We Believe: Faith, Community, and the Holy Act of Singing” and commemorated the 1700th anniversary of the Nicene Creed. Many Christians around the world have been celebrating the 1,700th anniversary of the Creed this year. 
	The opening night’s hymn festival on Sunday, July 13 was based on the development of Christian faith from Jesus’s time up to the present. Mary Louise Bringle and Jan Kraybill, Fellows of the Hymn Society, described how Christian pilgrims navigated their faith through the challenges of each time period: monasticism in the Middle Ages, the Reformation, the  Enlightenment in the 18th century, the 19th century abolition movement, the early 20th century social gospel, and late 20th century liberation theology. Each period in the history of the Church has had its own debates, challenges, and reforms which are reflected in hymns from those times. In each case, the challenges allow the Church to reject those aspects of religion and society that contradict what God shows us in Scripture and to reassert our faith in the Triune God. In our own time, secularism and the Covid-19 pandemic have changed conventional faith and worship.
	The opening hymn festival culminated its historical journey with three new hymns: “If a Church is Not a Building” by Hannah Brown (2024), “The Nicene Creed” by Greg Scheer (2025), and a Kenyan worship chorus (English paraphrase, 2008). In Scheer’s Nicene Creed, a cantor sang phrases of the Creed; after each one, the congregation sang “We believe” eight times in a simple but beautiful harmony. The Kenyan worship chorus Kanisa Litajengwa was translated thus: “Oh, who will build the church now? With what will we build it? … Oh, who will build the church now? We’ll build it together!” The new 2024 hymn by Hannah Brown is worth reflecting upon (please see page 7 for the complete text); it asks, “If a church is not a building, a familiar space and pew, What will draw us all together? What new church could we create?”
	The Church is indeed not just a building, but if we’ve associated it with a building for much of our lives, it can be hard to see or understand what new type of Church the Holy Spirit is calling us to build together. In this time of uncertainty about the future of both Calvary and the Church more widely, however, we are called to reaffirm what Christians have for over 1,700 years: to have faith in the Triune God, to trust in the Lord’s guidance, and when we feel like we don’t know what else we can say, to insist: “We believe.”

Your fellow believer,
Pastor Cox
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Eco-stewardship: Recycling Project
As part of the Eco-Stewardship project proposed by Yoan Viamonte in 2024, a recycling program, approved by Council, has been implemented in Calvary’s facilities. Plastic bottles or jars, glass jars, aluminum or other metal cans, and clean paper or cardboard are accepted.  Bins and signs are located in the narthex by the desk, Luther Hall near the kitchen, the church office, and the meeting room. We have a special scale to weigh the materials we recycle.
	Morgan and Joselyn Cortes have helped to weigh the recyclables. March 15-May 10 (8 weeks) totaled 3.6 pounds (excluding the weight of the blue bins); May 10 – June 24 (7 weeks) included three months of empty sanctuary (“forever”) candles and totaled 12.4 pounds.  Maranatha Seventh Day Adventist Church and Alcoholics Anonymous groups have contributed somewhat to the recycling effort. 
Let’s be good stewards of God’s creation and reduce, reuse, and recycle to lessen the amount of waste and energy use.
Directory update for Barb Siegel
In July, Barb moved from her home of many decades a few blocks from Calvary to an assisted living facility in Indiana. Her sister Wilma shared the following new contact information:
Bickford Senior Living
Attn:  Barbara Siegel
140 East 107th Avenue - Room #102
Crown Point, IN  46307  
219-662-4044               

Print Resources
In 2023, the ELCA’s Living Lutheran magazine ended print publication, moving to an online-only format. However, in 2025, it has come back by popular demand and is available again as a magazine (though quarterly rather than monthly). Calvary also receives the quarterly devotionals Christ in our Home to distribute to members. If you would like to receive either of these publications, or if you received them through Calvary but no longer wish to receive them, please contact Cheryl Schwartz.
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[image: ]Videos of Worship Services
Facebook recently changed its policy and only allows videos to be viewed for 30 days.  Morgan has downloaded videos of our worship services and reposted them to our website, so one no longer needs a Facebook account to view them. The videos will not be visible in our Facebook page for the long term as they were before, but they will be visible on our website for at least several months, with a few (100th anniversary or other special occasions) being kept for the long term. A couple of years ago, Calvary adopted a policy regarding social media and Internet posts which states that anyone who wishes to post anything ask permission of Calvary’s Evangelism committee. If you wish to do this or have questions about the videos, photos, posts, or information on Facebook or our website, please contact Morgan or Pastor. 
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Synod Assembly
Saturday, May 30-31, 2025 was our Metropolitan Chicago Synod’s annual assembly. It included workshops, reports, mission moments, worship, and elections. John Whennen and Cheryl Schwartz attended as Calvary’s lay delegates and Pastor Cox attended with vote granted to clergy from full communion partner denominations who are serving synod congregations. John shared his experiences in the July Chronicle; below is Pastor’s report.
The 2025 Metropolitan Chicago Synod assembly had many opportunities to learn, meet other Lutherans, worship, and exercise our ability to vote.
In the voting sessions, we elected lay and rostered members to the synod council, committee on discipline, and consultation committee. The highlight was the election of our bishop; bishop Yehiel Curry was reelected to another six-year term after three ballots.
Of the various workshop options, the three of us from Calvary attended two workshops each: Cheryl attended Finance and Church Governance, John and I attended Pastor Sharing Covenant, he also attended Space-Sharing 101, and I also attended Walking with AMMPARO. The Pastor Sharing Covenant and Space-Sharing 101 were directly relevant to Calvary’s situation, since our pastor and building are shared with other churches. However, we found that we are already doing many of the things suggested in those workshops.  AMMPARO (Accompanying Migrants with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities) is an initiative of the churchwide ELCA that especially offers ways to accompany and support unaccompanied migrant children and families.
At various times, we saw tributes to pastors, deacons, and congregations which are celebrating anniversaries of ordination or founding in 2025. Bethelehem Lutheran Church, our neighbor ELCA congregation in the Beverly neighborhood, is celebrating its 150th anniversary this year. We also saw memorials to pastors who had died since the last synod assembly, including noted theologian Pr. Martin Marty, and welcomes to ministers who are new to the synod or who are serving in their first call since ordination. 
Also, we enjoyed several musical selections by the synod assembly’s band/chorus, presentations by various individuals and congregations, and poetry shared by two youth from First Immanuel Lutheran Church on Ashland Ave.
	You can also view the following videos of the synod assembly online (also accessible on our synod’s website www.mcselca.org in the Synod Assembly section):
Synod assembly highlights: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-o4JwE_AjwM
Various short videos, including new ministries of congregations in our synod and a funny “Good Stew” video of Bishop Curry and synod staff: https://vimeo.com/metrochicagoelca
Anniversaries: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VIcm9c8RgTA
Memorials: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J8aNSlAsqEM
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Happy Birthday!						Happy Anniversary!
¡Feliz Cumpleaños!						¡feliz aniversario!
Angela Murphy 	          August 12th 
Larry Breen 		          August 19th 
Major Kincade		          August 29th 			  	

Memorials
In Memory of Bob Pearson (Guy Borsellino, and The Kucheras)

Verses for our Times:
But you, dear friends of mine, 
build yourselves up on the foundation of your most holy faith
 and by praying through the Holy Spirit
 keep yourselves within the love of God. 
(Jude 20, JB Phillips translation)

“If a Church is Not a Building”
1.	If a church is not a building, a familiar space and pew,
If a church is not its numbers or agreeing points of view,
If a church is not a history that we long to replicate,
What will draw us all together? What new church could we create?

2.	If a church was freed from habit, setting precedent aside, 
If a church was freed from striving, choosing calling over pride,
If a church was freed from trusting in what’s safe instead of true,
Would we welcome transformation? What fresh paths might we pursue?

3.	May our church be blessed with courage, facing hurdles steep and strange.
May our church seek innovation, Spirit-led t’wards daring change.
May our church be love in action, through each people, in each place, 
as a movement for this moment formed by God’s amazing grace. 

Text: Hannah Brown. © 2024 GIA Publications. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-734496.  All rights reserved.
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Three Pathways   & Calvary’s Future     In   the June   and July issues of the   Chronicle ,  I   s ummarized the  May  meeting   with synod  staff and the subsequent council discussions in May and June   about Th ree Pathways , a process  which the Metropolitan Chicago Synod of the ELCA developed to guide congregations that  may not be sustainable in the foreseeable future. I summarized  the Congregational  Sustainability Assessment and the decline in attendance, membership, and financial resources  which indicate that  Calvary’s closing   seems likely within a couple of years.   In early July, I   met with the  leaders of  Maranatha Seventh Day Adventist Church, which  uses our facilities on Friday evenings and Saturdays ,   about Calvary’s situation.   Maranatha , or  possibly its conference (which is similar to a synod in the Adventist denomination), expressed  some interest in buying Calvary’s building   if the cost were feasible .   We discussed a few related  considerations, such as our high insurance and utilities costs but the exemption from property  tax. The option of an existing user of our building to buy it might allow counselin g, twelve - step  groups, and Maranatha to continue in their ministries.    However, we need to explore cost and  other factors to determine if this is a  real   possibility.  At our July council meeting, council  agreed to obtain a free market analysis of Calvary’s building and property, which would be  necessary prior to discussion of a sale, whether to Maranatha or another entity. Our synod has a  referral for a r ealtor, but we could only use the realtor if we were to make a definitive decision  to sell the building  on the open market, and we are not at that stage.   There are  several other  questions that we will continue to explore in the coming months.   We plan to meet with Pastor Kathy  Nolte of our synod  again in September   to discuss  next steps , but we have not yet confirmed a time, nor wh ether the meeting would   be  primarily  for council or for active members of the congregation . We will continue to inform Calvary  members of   significant   developments via the Chronicle, letters, and /or congregational  meetings, as circumstances warrant .       Pastor Cox    
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August   202 5   -   Remembered in Prayer   (updated   7 - 22 - 202 5 )     Let us keep the following people in prayer.       Fighting cancer / Luchando con cáncer   Sonia Oceguera    Patrick Juarez  & family    Major   Kincade   Ron Feltz     Richard Sivertsen     Paul Wheeler      Karen Bellafiore    Joyce Johnson    John Lynch        Living with chronic condition / Viviendo con condición crónica   Kathy Becker    John Salomone      In rehabilitation / en rehabilitación   JoAlice Revas      Healing at home / recuperándose en casa   Darrell Buhmann    Anne Auersch    Steve Lynch    Generally needing prayer   /  en necesidad de oración en general   Barb Siegel    Cecilia Seabrook    Richard Lesiak    Cheryl Fell    Dan Misch    John Whennen    Charlie Miller    Katherine Zeleny     Trinity Lutheran Church ,   Truman MN          


image3.emf
1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

August 2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

         



         



         



 

             

         



 

9AM  



 

Worship 



 



 

 Online



     



 

Available



 



 

Worship 



 



         



 

Available  



9AM  



   



   



 Online  



 



 

9AM  



 



Council-10AM

Worship   



 Online  



 



 

Available  



 



 

Worship 



 

   



     

 

Available  



9AM  



 

   



 

 Online  



Worship             

9AM        



             

Available



         

 Online            


