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One Church - One Congregation – One Chronicle
Una iglesia - Una Congregación – Una Crónica 
10/05/25- Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Lamentations 1:1-6                 Ps. 137 	               2nd  Timothy 1:1-14	           Luke 17:5-10
10/12/25- Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7          	      Ps. 66:1-12                  2nd  Timothy 2:8-15 	           Luke 17:11-19
10/19/25- Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 31:27-34	     Ps. 119:97-104            2nd Timothy 3:14-4:5                   Luke 18:1-8
10/26/25- Reformation Sunday
Joel 2:23-32           	     Ps.  65                         Romans 3:19-28               	          John 8:31-36
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From the Pastor’s Desk- October  2025	
“In the days of her affliction and wandering, Jerusalem remembers all the treasures that were hers in days of old. When her people fell into enemy hands, there was no one to help her.” (Lamentations 1:7 NIV)
	In September and October this year in our worship services, we hear from the prophet Jeremiah, from the semicontinuous option of Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament) readings. Jeremiah warned the people of Judah what was going to happen if they didn’t change their ways and start to obey God’s instructions. Life was going to be upended; they were going to lose their homeland, holy city, and place of worship. 
	The book of Lamentations, which was attributed to the prophet Jeremiah and is placed right after the book of Jeremiah in most Bibles, laments what happened when the people failed to follow the prophet’s warnings. Their land was conquered, the holy city of Jerusalem was attacked, and even God’s temple—the holy place of worship—was lost to the enemy and destroyed. The people were forced to go elsewhere. What anguish! 
	Part of the emotional pain expressed in Lamentations was the recollection of how beautiful those places had been in the past. How could a place of such wonderful celebrations in the past now be abandoned or attacked?  
	“Those were the days,” the saying goes. Many of us are old enough to remember the TV sitcom of the 1970s, “All in the Family.” Each episode began with the song, “Those Were the Days,” sung by Carroll O’Connor and Jean Stapleton, aka Archie and Edith Bunker. The lyrics were:
“Boy the way Glen Miller played, songs that made the hit parade, 
guys like us we had it made, those were the days. 
And you knew who you were then, girls were girls and men were men; mister, we could use a man like Herbert Hoover again. 
Didn’t need no welfare state, everybody pulled his weight, 
gee our old LaSalle ran great, those were the days.” 

The “good old days” were remembered fondly by some, perhaps, but they weren’t as wonderful for those with disabilities, for minorities, or for others who lived on the margins and weren’t in the dominant group. In any case, many of us now remember the “good old days” for churches before the Covid-19 pandemic disrupted our activities and left substantial drops in attendance in its wake, or, looking back farther, perhaps before the many changes in society of the latter decades of the 20th century. 
	Lament is a Biblical response to drastic, unpleasant change and loss. 
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Yet Jeremiah and Lamentations are not the final books of the Biblical canon; they are not the end of the story. For the Jews, there was a return from exile, a rebuilding of the city and the temple, and a hope for the Messiah. For Christians, there is life after death through Jesus Christ. For Calvary, times of lament and sadness lie ahead, but let us remember that in Christ, they are not the end of the story.

In our crucified and risen Savior,
Pastor Cox

Metropolitan Chicago Synod News
	As mentioned in last month’s Chronicle, our bishop, Yehiel Curry, was elected in late July as Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. He begins his term with the ELCA on October 1. 
	Our synod’s previous bishop, Wayne Miller, has been appointed as interim bishop for our synod. He will serve part-time for one year. At the annual synod assembly in June 2026, congregations will elect a new bishop for our synod. Current synod staff will continue in their positions through summer 2026, until the new bishop appoints his or her own staff.
	Please pray for Bishop Curry, Bishop Miller, and our synod staff during this time of transition.
Bible Study 
Bible study will continue on Tuesdays, October 14 and 28 at 10:00 a.m. We are studying the Nicene Creed, which marks its 1,700th anniversary this year. All are welcome. 

Calvary Seniors
	Calvary Seniors will meet next on Tuesday, October 21 Noon with its regular monthly gathering in Luther Hall on the third Tuesday of the month. Please contact Elaine Lebron for more information. 
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Three Pathways & Calvary’s Future
On Saturday, September 20, congregation members met again with Pastor Kathy Nolte of our synod staff. She summarized the process so far—our conversations, surveys, and data patterns in recent years indicate that Calvary’s decline in attendance, membership, people willing to serve on council or other roles, and financial resources are such that Calvary is not sustainable as a congregation. Holy closure is the only pathway that seems feasible for Calvary. In the September 20 meeting, we discussed several details about selling the building, having a congregational meeting with a vote to close, holding a final worship service and celebration, distributing Calvary’s assets, and taking the legal, financial, and administrative steps to closing the congregation.  Most of these steps will take place during the first part of 2026, but council is already working on a possible timeline.  
The congregation council was not able to obtain a free market analysis of Calvary’s building and property, so it is now seeking a paid appraisal which would not commit us to using a specific real estate entity to sell the building. Once we have an appraisal, we can investigate a sale, either to Maranatha Seventh Day Adventist Church, which currently uses Calvary’s building on Saturdays, or to another entity. 
We will continue to keep members informed in the months ahead. 

Pastor Cox
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans has various programs for Lutheran churches but which can also be for non-Lutherans. Thrivent representatives can give workshops or presentations at churches where there is interest.  Some possible include
· Transferring Property Across Generations
· Will Your Taxes Affect Your Retirement
· Your Legacy: Family, Church and Charity
· Prepare Wisely: Estate Strategy Essentials
· Social Security: Timing Is Everything
If you are interested in a presentation about any of these topics, please inform Pastor Cox.
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Consuelo
For the past 13 years, Consuelo Therapeutic Services has counseled clients in office space on the upper floor of Calvary’s original building. Over the years, Consuelo has expanded to a staff of several people, including multiple therapists and office staff. As Calvary’s membership and activities have declined, Consuelo has grown to the point of being able to occupy its own space, accessible to people with disabilities. At the end of October, Consuelo Therapeutic Services will move to 4550 W. 103rd St., Suite 203, Oak Lawn. 
We are grateful to Consuelo for its services of emotional healing and promoting mental health for the past thirteen years, and we wish its staff and clients well in their new location. 

Fall Service Opportunities: Food Depository and Chicago CROP Hunger Walk
	Calvary will participate in a volunteer shift this fall at the Greater Chicago Food Depository, which is not far from Calvary. All of the originally proposed dates have filled up, so we now have Thursday morning, November 20, 2025. You may sign up to volunteer at https://x.gldn.io/e/HnJPXlkHsVb or use the sheet in the narthex to sign up; please contact Pastor Cox with any questions.
	Calvary is also invited to participate in the Chicago CROP Hunger Walk on Sunday afternoon, October 19, 2025. There will be a fun fest at noon and walk beginning at 1:30 p.m. This 43-year old tradition raises funds for local feeding programs and for Church World Service’s international hunger and disaster relief and development projects. The walk has two options—one mile (1.6 Kilometers) or three miles (5K); all routes begin and end at First Immanuel Lutheran Church at 1124 S. Ashland Ave. Walkers are rewarded with Eli’s Cheesecake and other refreshments.  Walkers, donors, and volunteers are needed. Walkers can sign up, and donors can give, online at https://events.crophungerwalk.org/crophungerwalks/team/calvary-lutheran-church-3  (click “Join the Team” or “Donate Now”). Walkers can also request a walker envelope and brochures from Pastor Cox. If you can’t participate on that day, you can support the fundraising by buying a Lou Malnati’s pizza coupon at http://www.crophungerwalks.org/chicago/pizza.html  For more information, contact Pastor Cox. 
	These opportunities are also our participation in the ELCA’s “God’s work. Our hands” annual day of service and a way to celebrate our 102nd anniversary year by serving others.  If you are interested in helping to organize these or other service opportunities, please contact Pastor Cox.  
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[bookmark: _Hlk209546364]October 2025 - Remembered in Prayer  (R= renewal date)
[image: ][image: ]Let us keep the following people in prayer.  

Healing at home / recuperándose en casa
 Dan Misch               Leonardo de Luna 
Darrell Buhmann   Anne Auersch 
Steve Lynch

Generally needing prayer / en necesidad de oración en general
Joel Hurst                     Barb Siegel 
Cecilia Seabrook         Cheryl Fell 
John Whennen            Charlie Miller 
Katherine Zeleny        Trinity Lutheran Church, Truman MN  

In thanksgiving / En acción de gracias 
For the installation of Bishop Yehiel Curry as Presiding Bishop of the ELCA and the provision of Bishop Wayne Miller as interim bishop, and we pray for the upcoming transition in our synod
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Happy Birthday!						Happy Anniversary!
¡Feliz Cumpleaños!						¡feliz aniversario!
JoAlice Revas October 13th 
Scott Sawallish October 30th 


Memorials

					
No Memorials received 



Verses for our Times:
“Remember, Lord, how short life is,
how frail you have made all flesh.”
(Psalm 89:47, LBW)
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Living with chronic condition / Viviendo con condición crónica   Kathy Becker    John Salomone      In rehabilitation / en rehabilitación   JoAlice Revas   
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Fighting cancer / Luchando con cáncer   Patrick Juarez  & family    Major   Kincade   Ron Feltz     Richard Sivertsen     Paul Wheeler      Karen Bellafiore    Joyce Johnson    John Lynch     
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