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One Church - One Congregation – One Chronicle
Una iglesia - Una Congregación – Una Crónica 
11/02/25- All Saint’s Day 
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4                 Ps. 119:137-144 	  Ephesians 1:11-23	                  Luke 6:20-31
11/09/25- 22nd Sunday after Pentecost
Haggai 1:15b—2:9          	   Ps. 145:1-5, 17-21           2nd  Thessalonians 2:1-5,13-17      Luke 20:27-38
11/16/25- 23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 65:17-25	     	   Isaiah 12:2-6                  2nd  Thessalonians 3:6-13  	 Luke 21:5-19
11/23/25- Christ the King
Jeremiah 23:1-6           	   Luke 1:68-79                  Colossians 1:11-20                       Luke 23:33-43
11/27/25- Thanksgiving 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11       Ps.  100                            Philemon 4:4-9               	            John 6:25-35
11/30/25- 1st Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 2:1-5          	 Ps. 122                             Romans 13:11-14                        Matthew 24:36-44
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From the Pastor’s Desk- November 2025	
[bookmark: _Hlk212136317]The Lord cares deeply when his loved ones die. (Psalm 116:15)
The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice! (Psalm 97:1)
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good! His faithful love endures forever. 
(1 Chronicles 16:34; Psalm 107:1)
(New Living Translation)
We enjoyed a very mild early fall, but colder weather has finally arrived. Before we enter Advent, in the final weeks of the church year, we celebrate three significant special days. 
On November 1, All Saints Day (or the Sunday following), we remember and celebrate the lives of faithful Christians who have lived and died before us. Though we tend to remember those who have died from our families and friends on this day, the Church celebrates the witness of Christians who have been models of faith in centuries past and more recently. Our understanding of “saints” should encompass the entire Church, the entire body of Christ, all followers of Jesus. By seeing or hearing or reading about their example, we can be inspired to persevere in following Jesus in our lives and our time, especially when it’s not easy to do so for various reasons.
The last Sunday after Pentecost, which is the Sunday before the new church year begins on First Sunday of Advent, is often called Christ the King Sunday. The observance began in the Roman Catholic Church in 1925 to counter the destructive forces of totalitarianism which were arising in Italy, Russia, Spain, and (soon thereafter) Germany. Autocratic tendencies and ignoring the rule of law or due process have increased in our own country and are present in too many places around the world. Christ the King Sunday reminds us that our only absolute authority should be Jesus Christ, not any human leader. 
Thanksgiving Day is a U.S. holiday on the fourth Thursday of November, but it resonates with occasions of thanksgiving found in the Bible. Too many observances in the secular society focus on the supper menu, who hosts family gatherings, or sports or shopping that weekend. Those things aren’t bad, but the Christian religious refugees who came to North America 405 years ago were intentional about giving thanks to God for having sustained them throughout their hardships.
Let us make this month a model for all our months as Christians—being inspired to persevere as followers of Jesus Christ, remembering that our primary allegiance should be to him above any human ruler, and giving thanks to God for the many blessings God has given us. 

Grace and peace,
Pastor Cox					2
Metropolitan Chicago Synod News
	As mentioned in last month’s Chronicle, our former bishop, Yehiel Curry, began his term as the fifth Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America on October 1. His installation was on October 4; see an article with photos and video at https://www.livinglutheran.org/2025/10/answering-the-call/
Sadly, Bishop Curry’s mother, Regina Curry, died a few days later, on October 7, and her funeral was on October 17. 
	On October 8, the majority of ELCA bishops signed a letter regarding current national and international division, immigration enforcement, Christian nationalism, and public witness. The letter can be accessed at https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uyV2Eqg9DOdrKS8sww_cEp2Y0pgxvqoJ/view
	Our synod’s previous bishop, Wayne Miller, has begun to serve as interim bishop for our synod. He will serve part-time for one year. Please see his letter, “Returning,” below. At the annual synod assembly in June 2026, congregations will elect a new bishop for our synod. Current synod staff will continue in their positions through summer 2026, until the new bishop appoints his or her own staff.
	Please pray for Bishop Curry, Bishop Miller, and our synod staff during this time of transition.
Three Pathways & Calvary’s Future
The last Chronicle issue reported on our September 20 meeting with Pastor Kathy Nolte of our synod staff and our recognition that Calvary’s decline in attendance, membership, people willing to serve on council or other roles, and financial resources are such that Calvary is not sustainable as a congregation and that holy closure is the only pathway that seems feasible. 
The congregation council is in the process of obtaining a paid appraisal which would not commit us to using a specific real estate entity to sell the building. Once we have the appraisal, we will investigate a sale, either to Maranatha Seventh Day Adventist Church, which currently uses Calvary’s building on Saturdays and has expressed strong interest in buying it, or to another entity. 
Details about selling the building, having a congregational meeting with a vote to close, holding a final worship service and celebration, distributing Calvary’s assets, and taking necessary legal, financial, and administrative steps to closing the congregation will be forthcoming over the next several months.  

Pastor Cox
3
Returning
“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven”—Ecclesiastes 3:1
As nearly as we can pin it down, it was psychoanalyst Theodor Reik who coined the adage that, “History does not repeat itself; but it rhymes.” 
That insight has been very much in my mind in the past few weeks upon returning to the Office of the Bishop here in Metropolitan Chicago after six years of retirement. In many ways, this has been a season of remembrance. The old familiar patterns, expectations, necessities, joys, burdens, problems, and possibilities are still mostly firmly in place. And because of this, there has been a measure of ease in the return.
But history does not repeat itself, and not everything is the same. Technology has changed. There is, for me, a new staff to work with. Some of the congregations that were here before are not here now. A whole new generation of talented rostered leaders has arisen. I just spent a week with the ELCA Conference of Bishops, and as I told one of the 12 bishops I still know in the conference, it was something of a time machine experience… I knew I was in the right place, but I didn’t exactly belong there NOW.
Most important among these changes is the difference between being a called bishop and being a part time interim bishop. Bishops, after all, are called to be leaders; that is, to inspire or challenge the synod into a bold new vision for a preferred future.
But as I return, I am keenly aware that in my role as an interim bishop I am needed most of all to be a steward of continuity. As I have told the staff, my goal for this year is to do what I can to keep morale high, anxiety low, and the mission of the synod centered in the steadfast love and grace of Jesus, so that you will be in a strong position to identify and lift up the person who will be your leader and chief pastor as you enter the next chapter of God’s open future.
It sounds like a simple enough aspiration. But in times such as these, when the very foundations of civic life, religious institutions, the rule of law, mutual respect, kindness and compassion are all crumbling around us every day, it will be enough, I think, for us to apply our effort and energy, our hearts and minds to writing a new verse for the old song that never quite repeats… but that always rhymes.
The Rev. Wayne Miller, Interim Bishop, Metropolitan Chicago Synod
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Print Resources
In 2023, the ELCA’s Living Lutheran magazine ended print publication, moving to an online-only format. However, in 2025, it has come back by popular demand and is available again as a magazine (though now quarterly rather than monthly). 
Calvary also receives the quarterly devotionals Christ in our Home to distribute to members. 
If you would like to receive either of these publications, or if you received them through Calvary but no longer wish to receive them, please contact Cheryl Schwartz. 
Bible Study 
Bible study will continue on Tuesday, November 11 at 10:00 a.m. We are studying the Nicene Creed, which marks its 1,700th anniversary this year. All are welcome. 
Calvary Seniors
	Calvary Seniors will meet next on Tuesday, November 18 at noon with its regular monthly gathering in Luther Hall on the third Tuesday of the month. Please contact Elaine Lebron for more information. 
November & December Special Worship Services
	On November 2, All Saints Sunday, we will again remember the faithful departed. Members are welcome to review the list in the narthex, cross off any names they don’t wish to include this year, and add any new names they wish to include. 
	Our ecumenical Thanksgiving service is planned for Tuesday, November 25 at 7:30 p.m. Calvary has offered to host this year. St. Mary Star of the Sea, Santa Teresa de Avila, and others will join us. A reception is planned to follow the service.
	Consuelo has traditionally helped Calvary with the posada each year, but they will have moved by December this year. Last year, several people from Santa Teresa attended along with a few from Calvary.  If you are interested in still celebrating this late Advent service, please inform Pastor Cox. 
	Please complete the survey enclosed about Christmas service times and return the form or leave a voice mail by November 23. We will then confirm the service time in the December Chronicle. 
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Happy Birthday!					 Happy Anniversary
¡Feliz Cumpleaños!					¡feliz aniversario
Joan Kincade 		November 3rt
Keith Schwartz 		November 10th 
Terry Borsellino 	November 20th 
Shirley Vlk 		November 24th
Nancy Borsellino	November 30th


Memorials
In Memory of Frances Sivertsen and Robert Sivertsen (Lois Flood)


Barb Siegel contact information
Barb Siegel’s new phone number is (219) 662-4044. Her address is Bickford of Crown Point, 140 E 107th Ave., Crown Point, IN 46307. Please give Barb a call occasionally or send her a card.

Verses for our Times:
And give thanks for everything to God the Father 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
(Ephesians 5:20, New Living Translation)
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Novem ber   202 5   -   Remembered in Prayer   (updated   10 - 1 4 - 202 5 )     Let us keep the following people in prayer.       Fighting cancer / Luchando con cáncer   Patrick Juarez  & family    Richard Sivertsen     Paul Wheeler      Karen Bellafiore    Joyce Johnson    John Lynch        Living with chronic condition / Viviendo con condición crónica   John Salomone      In rehabilitation / en rehabilitación   Kathy Becker    JoAlice Revas      Healing at home / recuperándose en casa   Dan Misch    Leonardo de Luna    Anne Auersch    Steve Lynch      Janet  March Generally needing prayer   /  en necesidad de oración en general   Joel Hurst    Barb Siegel    John Whennen    Katherine Zeleny         Grieving the death and celebrating the life of /    En duelo por el fallecimiento y celebrando la vida de   Regin a Curry   (Bishop Curry’s mother)     Shirley Vlk      In thanksgiving / En acción de gracias    F or   Bishop Yehiel Curry ’s  start as   Presiding Bishop of the ELCA   and   Bishop  Wayne Miller ’s start   as interim bishop   of   our synod    
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