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One Church - One Congregation – One Chronicle
Una iglesia - Una Congregación – Una Crónica 
01/04/26- The Second Sunday of Christmas
Jeremiah 31:7-14                  Ps. 147:12-20	                 Ephesians 1:3-14	             John 1:1-18
01/06/26- The Epiphany
Isaiah 60:1-6         	    Ps. 72:1-7,10-14             Ephesians 3:1-12      	             Matthew 2:1-12
01/11/26- First Sunday after the Epiphany
Isaiah 42:1-9         	    Ps. 29                	 Acts 10:34-43      	             Matthew 3:13-17
01/18/26- Second Sunday after the Epiphany
Isaiah 49:1-7	     	    Ps.40:1-11                      1st Corinthians 1:1-9	             John 1:29-42
01/25/26- Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Isaiah 9:1-4           	    Ps. 27:1,4-9                    1st Corinthians 1:18-31	            Matthew 4:12-23
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Pastor’s Column- January 2026
“O God, why have you utterly cast us off? 
Why is your wrath so hot against the sheep of your pasture? 
Remember your congregation that you purchased long ago, 
the tribe you redeemed to be your inheritance, 
and Mount Zion where you dwell.  
There are no signs for us left to see; there is no prophet left; 
There is not one among us who knows how long.”
Psalm 74:1, 2, 9 (Evangelical Lutheran Worship)

	Sadness and discouragement are natural reactions to a loss, and these aspects of the grieving process exist not only for the loss of a loved one to death but also for the ending of a relationship, the ending of a significant amount of time in a job or a house, and the closing of a congregation. 
Scripture attests to these sentiments. The verses above from Psalm 74 describe people’s feelings after Jerusalem was conquered by the Babylonians in 587 BC.  People wondered why God allowed the holy place of gathering and worship to be destroyed. During this final year for Calvary, with God’s help, I want to do what I can to help the congregation pastorally to deal with the natural sadness and anxiety that comes with the process of closing. Relating our experiences to similar ones of God’s people in Scripture is one response. God is with us in these emotions.
However, I also want to remember and celebrate the ministry and witness of this congregation over the past 103 years. So, in addition to trying to provide many details in the “Calvary’s Closing Process” column, I would like to share some memories and inspirational thoughts in a “Calvary Recollections” column, somewhat like the “Calvary Centennial – History Corner” column that appeared in the Chronicle in 2023. I hope that you will find them encouraging and uplifting.

Grace and peace,
Pastor Cox
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Bible Study
	Bible study and adult forum in early 2026 will normally be held on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. We plan to gather next on Tuesdays, January 13 and 27 and February 10. Tentatively, the topics for these three weeks will be the sacraments (Baptism on January 13 and Holy Communion on Jan. 27 and Feb. 10) as understood by Lutherans and their bases in Scripture.  Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 18; we’ll announce our Lenten schedule before then. In our last Advent study in December, participants shared some powerful personal stories that related to the Scriptures and reflection questions. All are welcome and encouraged to attend!
Thanksgiving Offering
The offering from among the three churches that participated in our ecumenical Thanksgiving service on November 25 totaled $288. This amount is being donated to the Greater Chicago Food Depository; an equal amount from the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund is being donated to ELCA World Hunger. Both organizations also had their own matching grants, so our giving represents $1,152. Thanks to everyone who gave!
Calvary Seniors
Calvary Seniors usually meets on the third Tuesday of each month but takes January off. For more information on Calvary Seniors, please contact Elaine Lebron. 
Prayer List Reminder
Names are normally kept on the prayer (intercessions) list for one month, or six months for cancer or chronic conditions. Please inform Morgan Cortes or Pastor Cox if you want to keep someone for an additional month, or if the person’s category changes.
Everyone is encouraged to pray for those on the list and to send a card, note, or email, or call, depending on the person’s condition.  If anyone has a more serious or longer-term illness or might like a pastoral visit, please contact Pastor Cox.
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Annual Congregational Meeting
	Calvary’s regular, annual congregational meeting will be Sunday, January 25, 2026 at approximately 10:15 a.m., following the 9:00 a.m. worship service.  All ministry leaders and committee chairs are asked to submit their reports to Pastor Cox, preferably in electronic format, by January 12, to allow time to compile the book of reports before the annual meeting. This meeting will review our budget, membership, and ministries, and will tentatively include a vote to close and sell the building. 
We plan to hold this meeting if at all possible, even if the weather is cold or snowy. Calvary members are urged to attend and are reminded that to be a voting member, one needs to have attended worship (or received a pastoral visit if a shut-in), received communion, and made a contribution of record in the past year in order to have voice and vote at a meeting. To ensure that we have a quorum, please RSVP to Pastor Cox or Cheryl Schwartz, either in person or by email, or by leaving a voice mail message in the church office at (773) 767-7400. We will probably meet in the sanctuary, then have Coffee And in Luther Hall following the meeting. 
If you do not currently serve on Council, please consider serving in this role.  Despite the church’s possible closing later in 2026, per our bylaws, we still need to elect one new council member and a second council member to finish an unexpired term. Though the terms would be for two years and one year, respectively, it is probable that in reality both individuals would serve for less than a year, until the closing. 
Calvary Recollections
	For many years, Calvary’s treasurer had an office on the upper floor of the office building (original building), next to the youth room.  A year ago, we moved all of the treasurer’s files to the archives room so that Consuelo Therapeutic Services could use the room as an additional office. There was a plaque in that office that appears to be quite old. Probably few people from Calvary other than the treasurer ever saw it. There is no attribution of an author, but its messages are quite consistent with Scripture and our faith. I think many will find them worth reading, so I share them here.
Mend a quarrel – Visit a forgotten friend – share some treasure – 
keep a promise – find the time – forgo a grudge – forgive an enemy – 
apologize if you were wrong – think first of someone else – 
laugh a little – laugh a little more – deserve confidence – 
decry complacency – say a prayer – welcome a stranger – 
gladden the heart of a child – take pleasure in the beauty of the earth – 
speak your love – speak it again – speak it still once again
4
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Calvary’s Closing Process
Previous Chronicle issues have reported on the meetings with synod staff and congregation members in 2024 and 2025 about Calvary’s decline in attendance, membership, people willing to serve on council, and financial resources having led to the conclusion that Calvary is not sustainable for the long term and that holy closure is the only pathway that seems feasible. 
Maranatha Seventh Day Adventist Church has had a space use agreement with Calvary since July 2018 (the first year, its congregation had a different name). It now uses Calvary’s building on Friday evenings, Saturdays, and occasional other times. Its congregation voted in December to declare an intent to purchase Calvary’s buildings. This intent was shared at Calvary’s December 20, 2025 council meeting.  After the November council meeting, when council received the property appraisal, I shared with Maranatha information such as comparable sales of church buildings on the southwest side and the appraised value of the buildings, the land where the buildings are located, and the parking lot (which has a separate Cook County Property Index Number and in theory could be sold separately).
Maranatha has already saved and received donations of over $200,000 to use as a down payment to purchase the building. It has begun the application process to request a loan from its union (a union is an administrative level in the Seventh Day Adventist denomination that is somewhat similar to a synod in the ELCA). Our treasurer, Cheryl Schwartz, has provided Maranatha with a spreadsheet and copies of utility bills for 2025 so that Maranatha can know the approximate cost for this aspect of maintaining the buildings. We have also given Maranatha some basic information about building insurance, the sexton’s apartment, and the age and condition of the boilers, which are factors in its church being able to assess its ability to cover costs if they succeed in purchasing the property.  The final purchase price is still subject to negotiation, depending on the amount of a loan that Maranatha is able to obtain, additional donations they’ll raise in the next few months, and Calvary’s council and congregation’s input. However, in its December meeting, Calvary’s council voted to count Maranatha’s monthly space use contributions to Calvary in 2026 as a credit towards its purchase of the building. 
I think it’s worth noting that Maranatha has voluntarily increased its monthly contributions to Calvary by significant amounts almost every year in recent years, more than council asked for or expected. By 2025, Maranatha was already contributing more than Consuelo was giving, though Maranatha used the buildings for far fewer hours each week. Since November, Maranatha has already taken over much of the regular cleaning of the sanctuary, narthex, Luther Hall, kitchen, and entrance stairway. Its congregation is larger and on average younger than Calvary’s congregation, and they have taken stewardship responsibilities seriously.  
We plan to have an initial vote at our annual congregational meeting on January 25, 2026 to sell the building and to close the congregation. The sale and closing would probably happen sometime later in 2026.  Holding this vote depends on the availability of a synod staff member who must be present during such a significant action. As of press time for this Chronicle printing, we had not yet confirmed our synod staff’s availability, but discussion of the closing and building sale will be on the agenda. 
Some council members have already been purging old financial and other files. We will also need help to send mail asking to remove Calvary from mailing lists, sorting items to be donated or disposed of, and other things.  If anyone is willing to help, please let Pastor Cox know. 
We’ll continue to update members in our Sunday announcements and the Calvary Chronicle. 
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 (R= renewal date)
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Happy Birthday!					 Happy Anniversary
¡Feliz Cumpleaños!					¡feliz aniversario
Rachel Becker  	      January 4th 
Dylan Scott	      January 5th 


Memorials
In memory of Betty and Bob Larkner (Patty Schab)

Verses for our Times:
“Yours is the day, yours also the night;
You established the moon and the sun.
You fixed all the boundaries of the earth;
You made both summer and winter.”
(Psalm 74:16-17, 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship translation)
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January 2026   -   Remembered in Prayer   (updated   1 2 - 2 3 - 202 5 )     Let us keep the following people in prayer.       Fighting cancer / Luchando con  cá ncer   Richard Sivertsen     Paul Wheeler      Karen Bellafiore    Joyce Johnson    John Lynch    John Verta       Living with chronic condition / Viviendo con condición crónica   John Ma    John Salomone      In rehabilitation / en rehabilitación   Scott Sawallisch    JoAlice Revas      Healing at home / recuperándose en casa   Dan Misch    Anne Auersch    Janet March      Generally needing prayer   /  en necesidad de oración en general   Joel Hurst    Barb Siegel    John Whennen    Steve Lynch    Katherine Zeleny         Grieving the death and celebrating the life of /    En duelo por el fallecimiento y celebrando la vida de   Kathy Becker   
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