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One Church - One Congregation – One Chronicle
Una iglesia - Una Congregación – Una Crónica 
02/01/26-Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
 Micah 6:1-8                 	     Ps. 15	      1st Corinthians 1:18-31	             Matthew 5:1-12
02/08/26-Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
Isaiah 58:1-12	    	     Ps. 112:1-10        1st Corinthians 2:1-16      	             Matthew 5:13-20
02/15/26- Last Sunday after the Epiphany
Exodus 24:12-18         	    Ps.2 or 99             2nd  Peter 1:16-21    	             	            Matthew 17:1-9
02/18/26- Ash Wednesday
Isaiah 58:1-12	     	   Ps.103:8-14           2nd  Corinthians 5:20-6:10              Matthew 6:1-6,16-21
02/22/26- First Sunday in Lent
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7         Ps. 32                     Romans 5:12-19	                         Matthew 4:1-11
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Pastor’s Column- Febuary 2026
And [Jesus] said to [Simon Peter and Andrew], “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. -  
(Matthew 4:19-22, New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition)

	I write this column just a few hours after the conclusion of our annual congregational meeting at which Calvary’s congregation voted to sell its building and property to another church and to close as a congregation later this year. (See the separate articles in this Chronicle issue for more details.)  Even if the reasoning behind it was understood, as the council and I have tried to make it clear in personal conversations and in previous issues of this monthly newsletter, this was a very difficult decision, spiritually and emotionally.    
	Nevertheless, as I said in my sermon that day (which you can read at http://www.chicagolutheran.org/selected-sermons/), following Jesus has always involved difficult decisions. Since Jesus’s very first disciples left their nets on the lakeshore and left their father in the boat, Christians have always found challenging decisions if we take seriously our call to share the Gospel, prepare other disciples, do justice, and be obedient to Jesus’s teachings.  Sometimes faithfulness means leaving places and people we love behind to do new things and go to new places where the Lord would lead us. 
	Later this month, we once again enter the season of Lent. This year, it may be that following Jesus through a time of fasting and self-examination and towards his suffering and death may give us an additional perspective. Walking towards Calvary’s own ending as a congregation, and the inevitable sadness as we begin to part with many things from the congregation’s history, may give us an opportunity to experience Lent in deeper ways. The Church does not see Lent as an end in itself, though it offers many spiritual benefits, but as a healthy if difficult process of examination, repentance, and renewal that prepare us individually and collectively for the celebration of Jesus’s ultimate victory over sin and death. 
	As hard as it can sometimes be, let us remember than faithful Christians before us have given us an example of how to follow Jesus through difficult decisions, sad times, and even death, to arrive on the other side with the hope of resurrection and promise of new life for all who faithfully try to follow where the Lord leads. 

Grace and peace,

Pastor Cox
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Annual Congregational Meeting
	Calvary’s last annual congregational meeting was held Sunday, January 25 after worship. Despite the cold, snowy weather, we had ten voting members, which was a quorum. Cheryl Tumaitis and Gina Misch were elected to council. Annual reports for 2025 and a six-month budget for 2026 were approved. The three motions regarding Calvary’s sale of the building and grounds to Maranatha Seventh Day Adventist Church, sale or donation of non-real estate items being delegated to council, and closing of the congregation on May 17 were all approved unanimously, with one abstention for the second motion. Pastor Carla Thompson-Powell, our assistant to the bishop for our conference, offered a prayer and support for us on behalf of our synod. The meeting concluded with the Lord’s Prayer and adjournment to share Coffee And in Luther Hall.
	Given the cold and snow, it is understandable that some members who might have otherwise attended could not do so. If any member who was not present would like a copy of the complete minutes of the meeting, please ask Pastor Cox.

Calvary Recollections
(We continue to share excerpts from Calvary’s historical documents and artifacts. This month we share an excerpt from exactly ten years ago, given at the 2016 annual congregational meeting.)

We are an aging congregation, in a neighborhood with little demand of a traditional protestant congregation.  But it also has great potential for mission activity, as there are many under-churched or unchurched persons. We have limited human resources to do this hard mission work.  Much of the energy of the membership is taken managing and caring for the buildings we own, and in offering two services of worship a week.  And because this is sustainable only for a short while longer, the anxiety in the congregation tends to be high.  I am speaking of Calvary, but it could be said of a large percentage of our ELCA congregations.  And in a way, that is good news.  The crisis we are experiencing is not personal.  And yet, we still have to deal with it.  It tests our faith. 
--Pastor Paula Stecker, Pastor’s Report for 2015 (excerpt)

Calvary Seniors
Calvary Seniors usually meets on the third Tuesday of each month but takes January off. The regular dates for February and March are Tuesday, February 17 and March 17.  For more information on Calvary Seniors, please contact Elaine Lebron. 
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Calvary’s Closing Process
Previous Chronicle issues have reported on the meetings with synod staff and congregation members in the past two years having led to the conclusion that Calvary is not sustainable for the long term and that holy closure is the only pathway that seems feasible. This column shares ongoing developments in the process.
On January 17, 2026, the council met again with Pastor Kathy Nolte of our Metropolitan Chicago Synod. We looked at sample motions to close, sell buildings, and distribute physical property and money from other congregations in our synod that had gone through this process.  We learned that our synod is very much supportive of Calvary’s sale of its building, grounds, and parking lot to Maranatha Seventh Day Adventist Church, which has had a space use agreement with Calvary since July 2018. If Calvary closes before the real estate sale is completed, the synod will be the temporary owners of the property and will finalize the sale.  The synod does not want to start over or impose new requirements; it doesn’t want to hold onto or try to sell from scratch a church property that is usually hard to sell when another church that is already using it wants to become the owner. Pastor Kathy also agreed that the congregation can delegate to the council the negotiation of details regarding the sale—the terms including price and date—and to have council officers act as authorized signers to close the transaction. Also, Pastor Kathy clarified that while there needs to be a formal decision on the distribution of any assets—physical or financial—that would remain at closing, and of which 50% of financial assets and any unclaimed personal property would go to the synod—the congregation can delegate to the council the development of details of the proposal which would then be shared with the congregation. Finally, we discussed the motion to close. Such a motion can state a “no later than” date or a specific date, but since the primary identity of a congregation is as a worshipping community, the date of the last worship service is the date of closing and dissolution. Congregational leaders can still enter the building after that to move items, clean up from the final celebration, etc., but Calvary as a legal entity would officially cease to exist after the final day of worship. 
The following Saturday, January 24, three of Calvary’s officers had a meeting with Maranatha’s council. We updated them on the synod’s support for the sale to Maranatha, the requirement for Calvary’s congregation to approve the sale and delegate to the council negotiation of details, and the fact that the synod would be the temporary owners of the building if Calvary closes before the real estate transaction concludes. Gina offered to schedule a walk-through of the building with some leaders of Maranatha so that they are familiar with spaces that they had not previously used and possible concerns with some aspects of the property. Maranatha wanted to know the price at which we would sell; they are requesting a loan from their conference and union and trying to ensure necessary funds. We responded that first, the congregation needed to authorize the sale and the delegation to council of the details. Then, we would discuss price, but we are willing to negotiate an amount less than the full appraised value.  Various other details were discussed, and we committed to continue discussion after our annual congregational meeting. We opened the meeting in prayer, by Pastor Rojas of Maranatha and Pastor Cox from Calvary, and a lay leader of Maranatha closed the meeting in a prayer in English. We agreed that while we are different denominations, we all serve one God and seek to follow one Lord, Jesus Christ, and seek God’s honor and glory. 
Thanks to Cheryl Schwartz, John Whennen, Rudy and Robin Cortes, and a youth doing community service for their help in starting to purge old financial and other files.  We will need additional help with related tasks such as asking to remove Calvary from mailing lists, sorting items to be donated or disposed of, and other things.  Please let Pastor Cox know if you’re willing to help in any way. 
We’ll continue to update members about further developments in our Sunday announcements and the Calvary Chronicle. 
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Souper Bowl of Caring
This past season, the Chicago Bears made the playoffs but not the Super Bowl. Yet we all can do something positive on this year’s Super Bowl Sunday! Calvary will again participate in the Souper Bowl of Caring on February 8, 2026.  Everyone is invited to leave a donation in the “soup bowl” our young adults will have that Sunday following the worship service. If unable to attend worship that Sunday, you may donate the preceding or the following Sunday (Feb. 1 or 15) in an envelope marked “Souper Bowl of Caring” or even mail in a donation for this purpose.  If you make an online donation for this purpose, please also email or call Pastor Cox or treasurer Cheryl Schwartz to ensure that it is attributed to the right purpose.
In January, Calvary’s council voted to donate the proceeds to ELCA World Hunger. Donations will be matched from anonymous bequest/memorial funds to also support the Greater Chicago Food Depository.  Thank you for your donations to help fight hunger!


Bible Study & Lent
We continue to have Bible study or adult Christian education on alternate Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. In January, we began a short Bible study series on the sacraments (baptism and holy communion).  We will continue this series on February 10. 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 18 this year. We plan a worship service for 11:00 a.m. that day.  For the remaining weeks, on Tuesdays from February 24 through March 24, we will offer weekly Bible study sessions for Lent, tentatively on the Psalms.  We have been spending ten minutes in intercessory prayer to each session, in addition to the Bible Study and will have a short prayer service to conclude each Lenten study. 
Attendance has been sparse at recent sessions. Please RSVP to John Whennen or Pastor Cox if you plan to attend, or if you previously announced plans to attend but your plans changed, to plan accordingly.
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Happy Birthday!					 Happy Anniversary!
¡Feliz Cumpleaños!					¡feliz aniversario!
Don Becker 	February 6th 		Nancy and Terry Borsellino 	     February 1st 
Lois Flood	February 12th 		Larry and Louise Breen	     February 24th 




Memorials
In Memory of Bob Larkner (Patty Schab)

Verses for our Times:
“When they had brought their boats to shore,
they left everything and followed him.”
(Luke 5:11, NRSV Updated Edition)
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Febr uary 2026   -   Remembered in Prayer   (updated   1 - 2 9 - 202 6 )     Let us keep the following people in prayer.       Fighting cancer / Luchando con  cá ncer   Richard Sivertsen     Karen Bellafiore    John Lynch    John Verta       Living with chronic condition / Viviendo con condición crónica   John Ma    John Salomone      In rehabilitation / en rehabilitación   JoAlice Revas      Healing at home / recuperándose en casa   Scott Sawallisch    Dan Misch      Chris Metz     Generally needing prayer   /  en necesidad de oración en general   Barb Siegel    Steve Lynch    Katherine Zeleny         Grieving the death and celebrating the life of /    En duelo por el fallecimiento y celebrando la vida de   Paul Wheeler      Robert Trench       In thanksgiving / En acción de gracias    For the World Council of Churches , National Council of Churches, and many  local ecumenical efforts,  following the   Week of Prayer for Christian Unity    
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