Easter 7 A & Calvary’s final worship service – May 17, 2026	Outline
I. Intro: 
a. CL Origins
b. Celebration & thanks, but…
II. Christ has died
a. Pastoral awareness: difficult, sad for many
b. Mixed emotions/sadness OK: just before Holy Week, Jn 11: Lazarus-Jesus wept
c. X has died for sins & our salvation
d. But also to show us (cf. Hebrews) he experienced everything we do, even loss, death
e. Luther: Theology of Cross—God makes himself known in suffering; 
f. 1 Peter: humble yourselves under God…; cast your anxiety on him…he cares
III. Christ is risen
a. X didn’t stay on the cross (Ron Siegel)
b. Brian Wren, hymn of the day (& past six Sundays): X is risen. Thus, for Xians, death is not the end of the story. Not for individuals, not for congregations. We may weep, but not as those who have no hope
c. These last 3 Sundays of Easter, in Gospels, J knows the time of separation is near. He promises not to leave (us) orphans, says to keep trusting & believing in him, … & today, prays to the Father for his followers who will remain in the world
d. In the world, we will have tribulation—loss, death, violence, hatred, racism, political polarization, denial of God’s image in certain groups of people out of favor with those in power—but X intercedes for us, is victorious over evil (“A Mighty Fortress”) & has overcome the world.
IV. Christ will come again
a. Today’s rdg from Acts 1: disciples looked up to heaven. Likely felt bewilderment, loss, uncertainty. But the men (angels?) assured them of X’s return. 
b. We Lutherans/lit.Xians deemphasize, but SDA will proclaim, 2nd coming
c. J’s instructions to await the HS, being sent into the world to share the Gospel, prepare disciples, and serve all in X’s love
V. Epilogue: the future for us
a. Next week: Pentecost –as the apostles spoke in new languages, we are sent to new places, congregations, people, traditions; same Gospel
b. Beyond: heaven—where most won’t have grown up at CL, be native English speakers, or U.S. citizens; but all will be citizens of heaven, with people of every race, language, people, and nation who serve X as Savior & Lord
c. Calvary is closing, but the Church is not ending. It continues until X comes again. Be sent!
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Acts 1:6-14; Ps. 68:1-10, 33-36 [32-35]; 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11; John 17:1-11
Farewell: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Introduction: Calvary’s origin and history
In September 1914, Mr. Gust Berg began a Sunday School in his home, which grew and moved to a portable schoolhouse at 62nd and Kostner, then to a chapel built with volunteer labor at 6118 S. Kenneth Ave. Moody Bible Institute students assisted with the Sunday School, which became known as the West Lawn Community Mission. On April 25, 1923, 28 people took the next step, organizing Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church; Calvary called its first pastor, J.H. Gregg, the next year. 
We are here, 103 years after Calvary’s founding, approximately 10,000 worship services later, at the final one. Baptisms, confirmations, weddings, funerals; Bible studies, Sunday school classes and pageants, 30 Hour Famines and other Team! Calvary or youth activities; choir rehearsals and organ recitals; social events, spaghetti dinners and other fundraisers, evangelism activities, Scouts and AA meetings, counseling by pastors and at Consuelo, Friday morning crew and other volunteer work; council and committee meetings; and countless other ministries and activities have happened at Calvary over the past century. We give thanks to God for the life of this congregation during all its years. 
We are emphasizing today’s worship and fellowship as a celebration, and indeed, it is. It is an opportunity to give thanks to God for the past 103 years of Calvary Lutheran Church. 

“Christ has died”
Pastorally, however, I also want to acknowledge that there is also sadness over the loss of Calvary’s ending as a congregation.  It’s natural, and it’s healthy to recognize it. It’s not unfaithful to feel that way; Jesus and his first disciples experienced it also. Today, we heard of Jesus’s disciples staring upwards as he was separated from them; we can imagine their bewilderment and the anxiety that followed. And just before the Easter season started this year, just before Holy Week, we heard from John chapter 11, that Jesus himself wept after his friend Lazarus died. So, it is OK if we feel mixed emotions today. (It’s not only us; many experience mixed feelings at graduations, for example, and it was three years ago this week that the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago had its commencement and said goodbye to its campus of several decades, which it sold to the University of Chicago as LSTC moved to share space with another seminary in Hyde Park.
A central doctrine among Christians is Christ’s death for our sins, for our salvation. When we say, “Christ has died,” we affirm this; but also, “Christ has died” reminds us that God the Son became fully human and experienced testing, sadness and other emotions as we do, even death itself. Hebrews (4:14-16; 12:2) reminds us that Jesus therefore understands and can help us in our weaknesses and sorrows. 
I haven’t seen anything in the archives that indicate how “Calvary” was chosen as a name for this congregation, but it refers to the place where Christ was crucified, central to our faith.
Among the many things that Martin Luther taught us was theology of the Cross (as opposed to a theology of glory): God is present in and reveals himself through suffering. We can never earn enough points or do enough good deeds to earn our salvation; salvation comes only through what God has already done for us in Jesus Christ. We can acknowledge our weakness and inability to do it on our own and accept God’s grace through faith. As our reading from 1 Peter said today, “Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you.” (5:6)

Christ is risen
Jesus died, but he did not stay on the Cross!
 In November 2016 I believe, when I was just started to serve Calvary, St. Mary’s was between pastors, and I offered to host the ecumenical Thanksgiving service at Santa Teresa Episcopal Church, my other congregation. Several from Calvary attended, and Ron Siegel, after seeing the Christus (image of Jesus’s body) on the cross there, explained why Lutheran churches usually don’t have crucifixes with Jesus’s body as Roman Catholic and some Episcopal churches often do. As we’ll sing Brian Wren’s words in a few minutes in our hymn of the day, “Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. His cross stands empty to the sky.” 
Yes, Jesus is alive. For the past seven weeks in this Easter season, but also every Sunday, we remember and celebrate Christ’s victory over death. So although we mourn at the death of people whom we love and perhaps at the closing of a community of people (a congregation) that we love, we mourn not as those who have no hope. Because for Christians, death is not the end of the story!
In the Gospels we’ve heard these last three Sundays of the Easter season, Jesus knows the time of separation is near. As for us, the time is at hand when they (and we) will no longer be able to continue to gather together in the same place with the same people as before. Jesus has prepared his disciples—his first ones and us—for this moment. He has said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.” “I go to prepare a place for you.” “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you…because I live, you also will live.” And today, Jesus prays to the Father for his followers who will remain in the world: “Holy Father, protect them…so that they may be one, as we are one.”  On this final day of worship, most of you here today are not current active members of Calvary, but most if not all identify as Christians. How appropriate that on this day when we hear Jesus’s prayer for his followers to be one, that we are gathered from different congregations and denominations to worship together! We worship on different days and in different ways, but we worship one Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Praise be to God that even in Calvary’s closing, we are fulfilling in a small way Jesus’s prayer.
Jesus prayed knowing that In the world, his followers would have tribulation if they took their faith seriously. We, too, experience loss, death, violence, hatred, racism, political polarization, denial of God’s image in certain groups of people out of favor with those in power, and all kinds of other individual and social sins. But Jesus intercedes for us, and as we sang in “A Mighty Fortress,” we proclaim that he is victorious over evil.

Christ will come again 
To come towards the end, I come back to the beginning. 
The first chapter of the New Testament after the four Gospels (the first chapter of Acts, which we heard today) points towards the last book and final chapters of the Bible. As Jesus ascended and his disciples gazed up to the sky, two men in white robes (angels, perhaps) asked why they looked up and promised that Jesus would come again in the same way he returned to heaven.
Our liturgical tradition tends not to emphasize Christ’s return much, except on the first Sunday of Advent and today, the Sunday after Ascension Day. But “Christ will come again” is a central doctrine of the Christian faith and one that our Adventist siblings will proclaim regularly and faithfully in this place. 
Just before Jesus ascended, he promised his followers that they would receive the Holy Spirit and that they would be his witnesses from their own land to the rest of the world. The command to be Jesus’s witnesses in all places and the guidance from the Holy Spirit was part of what led to Calvary’s existence in the first place over a century ago. The same command is still valid for us now: Jesus tells us to be his witnesses in the power of the Spirit.

Next week is Pentecost. We’ll hear from the second chapter of Acts how Jesus’s apostles received the Holy Spirit and spoke in new languages so they could be his witnesses to the ends of the earth.  Many of us will also hear the Gospel preached in new places for us, with new people, but it will be the same message of the Holy Spirit poured out on the Church. As the Holy Spirit guided Christians to form this community in 1923, so the Holy Spirit guides us as we are sent to join other communities, to continue to share the Gospel, prepare disciples, and serve all in God’s love, until Christ returns.
People, places, and some traditions will be different, but Jesus’s prayer for his followers to be one still holds. And that’s a good preparation for heaven. For our true “forever” spiritual home is there, not in Calvary or any physical building, however beloved or beautiful.  And in heaven, it won’t matter if one’s pastor was Pr. Gregg, Melvin, Wittman, Hartmann, Schmidt, Carmichael, or Cox…or Rojas, Johnson, or Thompson-Powell. It won’t matter if we identified as Lutheran, Adventist, Episcopalian, or another type of Christian, or if our tradition takes special inspiration from the teaching of Martin Luther or Ellen White. It will no longer matter if the meals we shared with others were spaghetti dinners, vegetarian cuisine, or Polish sausage and sauerkraut; we will be one even with Christians who put ketchup on their hot dogs. In heaven, most people will not have grown up at Calvary, or be native English speakers, or be U.S. citizens, or have lived in Chicago. The fellowship of believers will encompass those of “every tribe, language, people and nation…a kingdom of priests serving our God” (Rev. 5:9-10)

Epilogue: The Church is not ending
Calvary, the congregation and worshipping community, is closing, but the Church is not ending. The Church, whose one foundation is Jesus Christ, the Body of Christ, the universal family of believers in Jesus, does not end. The Church [with a capital C] will continue until Christ comes again. 
So: Go. Be sent. Be Christ’s witnesses, wherever you go. Share the Gospel. Prepare disciples. Serve all in Christ’s love.
Because Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Amen.


