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One Church - One Congregation – One Chronicle
Una iglesia - Una Congregación – Una Crónica 
05/03/2026- 5th Sunday of Easter
Acts 7:55-60               	     Ps. 31:1-5,15-16      1st Peter 2:2-10                   	            John 14:1-14 
05/10/2026- 6th Sunday of Easter
Acts 17:22-31	     	    Ps. 66:8-20                1st Peter 3:13-22    	           	           John 14:15-21
05/14/2026- Ascension Day
Acts 1:1-11	     	   Ps. 47 or 93               Ephesians 1:15-23    	           Luke 24:44-53 
05/17/2026- 7th Sunday of Easter
Acts 1:6-14           	  Ps. 68:1-10, 32-35     1st Peter 4:12-14;5:6-11	          John 17:1-11
05/24/2026- Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21        	                Ps. 104:24-35            1st Corinthians 12:3-13	          John 20:19-23
05/31/2026- Holy Trinity
 Genesis 1:-2:4         	  Ps. 8                          2nd  Corinthians 13:11-13               Matthew 28:16-20                         
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Pastor’s Column
“For other foundation can no man lay than that that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” (1 Cor. 3:11, cited at the beginning and the end of the fourth (1926) annual report of Calvary’s first pastor J. H. Gregg)

18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[b] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20, English Standard Version)

	103 years ago, a few mission-minded Christians established the Chicago Lawn Mission on the block where Calvary is located. A Sunday School was formed; it developed into a congregation that affiliated with the Augustana Lutheran Synod; decades later, the congregation became Calvary Lutheran Church of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. (See the “Calvary Recollections” article for more of the history.)
	Many people have passed through Calvary’s doors and life over the past century. Divine worship, baptisms, confirmations, Bible studies, Sunday School activities, Luther League, choir and organ concerts, Christmas pageants, spaghetti dinners, flea markets, Boy Scout troop meetings, COVID-19 vaccine events, lodging to an asylum seeker, and many, many other ministries and activities have drawn thousands of people through the past ten decades. 
	Sadly, that history is ending this month. May 17, 2026 will be our final worship service and official closing. We are currently working with our realtor and Maranatha Seventh Day Adventist Church to finalize Calvary’s sale of the building and property to Maranatha.
	But though our congregation is closing, its legacy and ministry have not died. Calvary has planted and nurtured many seeds throughout its long history.  Other Christians and congregations have watered, fertilized, and replanted the growth and will continue to do so. Under other names, in other traditions or languages, and in other places, God will continue to be worshiped; Christ will continue to be proclaimed; and the Church will continue to minister in love and service in Christ’s name.
For about the past twenty years, “Share the Gospel – Prepare Disciples – Serve All in Christ’s Love” has been Calvary’s mission statement. It is a variation of the mission statement of our Metropolitan Chicago Synod of the ELCA, “Proclaim the gospel, make disciples and do justice in Jesus’ name.” It is not unique to Calvary or our synod; it is the mission of the universal Church, the Body of Christ, Christians in community throughout the world. Congregations begin and end. Pastors and members come and go. The mission of the Church, however, continues until Christ comes again, and our Lord is eternal. As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

In the Alpha and Omega,
Pastor Cox                                                                         2
Reflection from the Publisher…. Serving you since 2021-2026
As we gather in this sacred space one last time, our hearts are heavy, yet they are full of love, memories, and sadness. For so many of us, this church has felt like home to the most sacred moments of our lives.
We are reminded of the words in Ecclesiastes 3:1, which tell us: "To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven." We have lived through many seasons within this church—seasons of birth and baptism, seasons of wedding bells and joy, and seasons of mourning as we said goodbye to those we loved. This church has held a lifetime of memories, each one a testament to God’s presence among us.
It is hard to see this chapter close, but we find comfort in Matthew 28:20, where Jesus promises: "And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." While these doors may close, His presence does not stay behind. He is not confined to this church. He lives in the stories we share and the faith we carry out into the world.
We also look to the promise in Isaiah 43:19: "See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland." Though we leave this church, we are the "living stones" of His church. The foundation of our faith remains unshakable, built on the Rock that is Christ Jesus.
Let us carry the light of the memories made here into the next chapter, knowing that His grace follows us wherever we go.
Publisher,
Morgan Cortes

LSSI – Good Shepherd Sunday
The fourth Sunday of Easter, often called Good Shepherd Sunday, falls on April 26 this year. For several years, Calvary has provided information about and has collected donations for Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) on this date. Please consider making a donation to LSSI this year, through designated envelopes at worship or online at https://www.lssi.org, where one can also read current information about LSSI’s various ministries with affordable housing, seniors, people with intellectual or developmental disabilities, addiction treatment, prisoners and their families, and foster care.
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Final Worship RSVP
Calvary’s final worship service will be Sunday, May 17, 2026 at 10:00 a.m., one hour later than the usual time. A lunch catered from the European Chalet Restaurant will follow the worship service. Please RSVP to Cheryl Schwartz or Gina Misch by phone, email, or in person, or by leaving a message on the church office phone 773-767-7400, by Sunday, May 3 if you plan to attend the service and lunch. 

Transition to a new congregation and congregation member records
Letters of transfer are offered to members of a congregation who transfer to another congregation in the same denomination. Letters of transfer may include important dates such as birth, baptism, and confirmation when this information is available in the original congregation’s register. 
Congregations’ offices usually do not keep copies of certificates of baptism, confirmation, or marriage. The information should be entered into the congregation’s register, and if official confirmation of this type of data is requested, an official letter can be written which certifies the person’s name, church name and location, and date of the sacrament or rite.
Pastor Carla Thompson-Powell has given Pastor Cox a list of ELCA congregations within an eight-mile radius of Calvary, which he can give anyone upon request. Many members live a fair distance from Calvary, however.  If anyone is interested in a list of ELCA churches near your home address, please ask Pastor Cox.

Suggestions for Donations of Calvary’s Financial Assets
We thank everyone for your continued giving of pledges or other offerings, since Calvary still has had expenses to pay. Upon closing, at least 50% of unspent financial assets will go to the Metropolitan Chicago Synod of the ELCA. At its April 18 meeting, the council voted to donate other remaining assets to other church or non-profit organizations that had been nominated by members and/or which Calvary had donated to in the recent past.  Calvary will donate to the following entities: Twelve Baskets (feeding ministry), Greater Chicago Food Depository, Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI), Southwest Chicago Homeless Services (formerly PADS), ELCA World Hunger, and Lutheran Church Charities. There was also a nomination for a veteran’s organization which council is still researching. Thanks to those who suggested these worthy recipients.
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Favorite Memories or Messages 
	As preparations for our Holy Closure Service and Celebration, our hearts are filled with mixed emotions, sadness we are closing, happiness as we look back on the memories we have shared, thankfulness to God for his support and comfort over the many years we have had to share the message of His Good News and hope that our buildings will be used by another congregation and that we will all find a place of worship to continue to share the ministry we have learned here..  
	We are in the process of putting something together that everyone can take with them on our last day to cherish all the memories and give hope for the future  So if you have a favorite memory or memories that you would like us to include or a special message or prayer for our future journey, please provide it in writing and submit it to the office by placing it in the offering plate, sending it to me, Cheryl Schwartz by email at toody0726@gmail.com, or by mail to the church office.  The deadline for receipt of these items will be May 7, 2026.
Calvary’s Closing Process
Previous Chronicle issues have reported on the process leading to the decision for holy closure and to sell the property to Maranatha Seventh Day Adventist Church, which has had a successful space use agreement with Calvary since 2018 and which has assumed many cleaning and maintenance tasks in recent months.
At the April 2026 council meeting, the congregation council voted to hire Ms. Martha Rudy as our real estate agent. Martha has sold many church properties for the Northern Illinois conference of the United Methodist Church. Council also voted to lower the sale price to $200,000 because Maranatha had not yet received approval for a loan from its conference or denomination, it will have to assume utilities and maintenance expenses in May, and in any case the proceeds from the sale will be distributed to other church and nonprofit entities. Council also approved severance packages for Pastor Cox and our music minister, Brother Wheeler. Maranatha is very grateful for our terms and invites all who attend Calvary’s service on Mother’s Day, May 10, to a breakfast after worship which they will offer us.
A couple of days after closing, St. Mary Recycle Mission will come to receive donations of liturgical items. This ministry redistributed items from churches that close or have excess items to churches in need or churches that have lost items due to fires or natural disasters. 
We will continue to purge files in the few weeks after the official closing.  Our synod has guided us on which documents should go to the synod archives. 
Our Events committee is planning a wonderful luncheon with some mementos to take home at the conclusion of our final worship service at 10:00 a.m. on May 17. (See separate article re. RSVP.)
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Requests for distribution of Calvary’s physical assets
As we prepare to close and you walk around our buildings there may be some physical items that have a particular sentimental value to our members.  For example, someone might want the picture of their confirmation class that they don’t have or one of our hymnals.  If this is the case, we ask that you fill out the following request form and submit it to any one of the council members.  As a reminder, council members are Dan and Gina Misch, Cheryl Tumaitis, John Whennen and Cheryl Schwartz.  We ask that any request be submitted by May 4, 2026.  
	If there are two or more people requesting an item, decision will be made by council members as it who receives the item.  People will be notified when their request is approved and upon notification, they can receive the item.

REQUEST FOR DISTRIBUTION OF PHYSICAL ASSET(S)
OF CALVARY EVANGELICAL CHURCH

Name and Phone Number of Person Requesting Distribution

Item(s) being requested, e.g. Confirmation Class of 1945 picture
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Calvary Recollections
(In the past few months, we have been sharing excerpts from Calvary’s historical documents and artifacts. The previous three months’ excerpts were from ten, thirty, and sixty years ago; this final installment is from a 1968 summary of Calvary’s first 45 years, “Calvary through the Years.”)

Let us go back approximately nine years before the origins of Calvary Ev. Lutheran Church, and recall the pioneer days of our church.  On September 27, 1914, Sunday School was started in the home of Gust Berg….  Mr. Berg served as Superintendent and was assisted by Pastor A. P. Fors and Sunday School teachers from Bethel Lutheran Church.  Later, as the Sunday School grew, it was moved to a portable school house, located at 62nd and Kostner Ave., where we struggled for many years as a Mission Sunday School., until we could no longer afford to pay the rent.
In 1922, some pioneers of Calvary gathered money and also secured a loan to purchase a lot at 6118 So. Kenneth Ave., where a chapel was built with volunteer labor.  At that time the church was known as the West Lawn Community Mission.  Several students from Moody Bible Institute assisted with the Sunday School during those early years.
	
On April 25, 1923, twenty-eight dedicated souls organized the Calvary Ev. Lutheran Church because they had the vision of planting a congregation in this community and the faith to go right ahead and do so.  
	God continued to bless the ministry of this congregation as it served its Lord under the leadership of the following pastors: Pastor J. H. Gregg, 1924 to 1929; Pastor D. M. Olander, 1929 to 1930; Pastor C. F. Wittenstrom, 1930 to 1935; Pastor O. V. Anderson, 1935 to 1939; Pastor H. C. Hoyer, 1940 to 1943; Pastor John Melvin, 1943 to 1957; Pastor J. W. Berry, 1957 to 1965; Pastor W. E. Wittman, 1965 – .
	We can look back at the various stages of Calvary’s growth and see a dominant theme in each decade.  In the twenties we experienced the youthful enthusiasm of getting organized, calling our first Pastor, and realizing the dream of building the first unit of a permanent church building.  This was done with some 80 members, and in 1928 the former Parish Hall was dedicated.
	The next stage in the history of Calvary was one of difficult struggle.  Members of the Church were seriously affected by the depression.  If the Lutheran Church had not helped us during those lean years, we might not be celebrating our 45th anniversary today.  But as time went by, the community began to grow, and so did Calvary.  By the end of 1939 the confirmed membership had grown to 238.  
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	In the latter forties and fifties, a great building boom took place in West Lawn, and many thousands of people moved into the community.  Calvary eagerly opened its doors and hearts to these people, and it was not too long before more facilities were needed to minister to the growing congregations.  On December 5, 1954 the new church building was dedicated and two years later a separate parsonage was provided.  Calvary’s membership continued to increase, so that [by 1968, Calvary had] a membership of 667 adults plus 234 children.  
	In January 1963 Calvary Church, through the merger of the Augustana Ev. Lutheran Church with the ULCA, the Suomi Synod and the AELC, became a part of the Lutheran Church in America.  This certainly was appropriate for Calvary, which is a congregation with no dominant nationalistic background, but rather an extremely cosmopolitan membership.
Realizing that neither times nor challenges stand still, Calvary Church voted to launch into a new building program to improve the Parish Hall facilities and to enrich its worship life by the addition of a pipe organ.  On October 25, 1964 we dedicated our new organ which has enhanced the beauty of our worship services.  
	Now as we gather to celebrate our 45th Anniversary we see our vision of a remodeled Parish Hall realized.  The members of Calvary are happy today and rejoice in knowing that our children, and our children’s children, can worship and study in new, modern Sunday School rooms.  Our faithful teachers can now instruct their students with proper and modern facilities.  
As we celebrate our 45th anniversary, let us look to the future and meet whatever challenges face us, as did the pioneers of Calvary.  The congregation’s work is not finished.  We must continue, by the grace of God, to meet the opportunities that face us, not only in our congregation, but in the community, in the Church at large, and throughout the world.  So let all of us use the talents and resources which God has richly bestowed upon us, to serve Him in His work at Calvary throughout the coming years.

(“Calvary through the Years,” compiled in 1968 for Calvary’s 45th anniversary.)
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May 2026 - Remembered in Prayer (updated 4-21-2026) (R= renewal date)
Let us keep the following people in prayer.  
Fighting cancer / Luchando con cáncer
Doug Buhmann    Vicki Shaw 
Joyce Johnson     Richard Sivertsen 
Karen Bellafiore    John Lynch 
John Verta
Living with chronic condition / Viviendo con condición crónica
Adrián González Hernández        Arlen Buhmann 
John Ma                                           John Salomone 
In the hospital / En el hospital
Guadalupe González Hernández
In rehabilitation / En rehabilitación
Nancy Borsellino    JoAlice Revas 
Healing at home / Recuperándose en casa
Rudy Cortes     Anne Auersch
Dan Misch
Generally needing prayer / En necesidad de oración en general
Janice Holstein  Teresa Lang 
Barb Siegel       Steve Lynch 
Katherine Zeleny
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Happy Birthday!					 Happy Anniversary!
¡Feliz Cumpleaños!					¡feliz aniversario!
Joyce Johnson          May 13th 				Major and Joan Kincade      May 15th 
Morgan Cortes        May 13th 				Rudy and Robin Cortes       May 19th 
Arturo Almaraz      May 15th 
Dan Misch	      May 19th 
Janice Holstein        May 24th 
Gina Misch              May 28th 
Bryan Becker 	     May 30th 


Memorials
In Honor of Rudy Cortes and Robin Cortes 30th Wedding Anniversary (Cortes Family)
In Honor of Morgan Cortes and Arturo Almaraz Birthdays (Cortes Family)
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Verses for our Times:
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3:1   To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:   2   A time to be born, and a time to die;     a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted;   3   A time to kill, and a time to heal;     a time to break down, and a time to build up;   4   A time to weep, and a time to laugh;     a time to mourn, and a time to dance;   5   A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together;     a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;   6   A time to get, and a time to lose;     a time to keep, and a time to cast away;   7   A time to rend, and a time to sew;     a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;   8   A time to love, and a time to hate;     a time of war, and a time of peace.   14   I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever:    nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it:    and God doeth it, that men should fear before him.   12: 13   Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:    Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.   12: 14   For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing,    whether it be good, or whether it be evil.     (Ecclesiastes 3:1 - 8, 14; 12:13 - 14, King James Version)  
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